
Tackling cancer as a team is 

a way to sum up Susan 

(Sue) La Buda’s administra-

tion from 2016 until her 

death in March of this year.  

Her special project - cancer 

was very personal for Sue as 

she herself was managing 

the disease. Her positive 

“Let’s Do This” campaign is 

a reminder for us all to be 

bold, be brave and say YES 

each and every day! 

Sue encouraged clubwomen 

to participate in walks like 

the Lombardi Walk to Tack-

le Cancer events around the 

state. Today we report that 

funds collected for her Pres-

ident’s gift totaled $270 and 

were recently sent to the 

Vince Lombardi  Cancer 

Center.        

Vince Lombardi 

believed: 

“Leaders are 

made, they are not 

born. They are 

made by hard   

effort, the price 

which all of us 

must pay to 

achieve any goal 

that is worth-

while.” 

Sue achieved her 

goal, her dream to 

become state pres-

ident through a lot 

of hard work and 

effort.  

One more Tribute to GFWC - WI President Sue La Buda 2016-2018 
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I am so excited to welcome you to the 2018-2020 Administration!  I have big plans in store for our 

organization and am so grateful you elected such a fine group of officers to serve with me.   The  

Executive Committee and the Board of Directors immediately got to work following a very success-

ful state convention in Brown Deer.  Committees had time to meet and begin their own strategic 

planning.  We are in the process of investigating the use of PayPal and other options that will allow 

us to offer online registration for state meetings and conventions as well as to accept credit card 

payments at meetings.  We plan to keep the website as current as possible and, with any luck, will be 

adding a “Donate Now” button very soon.  We have other ideas to improve communication and 

hope to reach every club personally on a regular basis. 

Regarding future online registration for state meetings and conventions:  the process is taking a bit 

longer to set up than anticipated, so it will NOT be offered as an option to the entire membership for 

the Fall 2018 Workshop.  We plan to test it with a small, pilot group and will report on its success in 

September.  We anticipate full implementation for online registration by the 2019 meetings and 

convention. 

Speaking of the GFWC-WI Fall 2018 Workshop, you will find the official “Call”, hotel information, 

and tentative agenda for Friday and Saturday, September 21 & 22 on page 14—17 in this issue.  I 

hope you will be able to join us for what promises to be a very fun and productive couple of days.  

The Fall Workshop precedes a Mini LEADS event.  This (LEADS) leadership training opportunity 

on Sunday, September 23 requires a separate registration.  Look for more information on how to be 

a part of this exciting event on page 19 of this issue.  Don’t delay in reserving your hotel room and 

registering for the Fall Workshop.  New for this workshop, there is an “Early Bird” CASH refund for 

registering early. The late fee for registering after September 1 has been increased to discourage 

procrastination!  The summer will go quickly so please don’t set this task aside.  Register today! 

Our theme for 2018-2020 is “Roots & Wings”.  I will be encouraging clubs to reflect and           

remember our powerful Roots of Advocacy for a number of causes and use their Wings 

to reinvent and rejuvenate club efforts to reach heights and potential we never knew were possible.   

My President’s emphasis is Leadership which ties in beautifully with a project I learned about at   

the GFWC 2016-2018 Board of Director’s Meeting in Boston.  I would like our clubs to consider 

supporting the ‘Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Association’ to help build a national monument 

to commemorate the seven decades of sacrifice and tenacity these women, including countless 

GFWC members, exhibited.  The goal is to dedicate that memorial on the centennial anniversary of 

ratification of the 19th Amendment, August 26, 2020.   There will be more information on this pro-

ject at the Fall Workshop.   

I would also like our Wisconsin clubs to continue in the footsteps of our GFWC predecessors and 

focus on legislation that will make a difference in the lives of others.  As you know, we are not a   

political organization and do not support any political position but I will encourage us to support 

advocacy for the best interest of all as determined by our Resolutions.  More information on        

Legislation initiatives will also be available at the Fall Workshop. 

“... reflect and 

remember our 

powerful Roots of 

Advocacy ... 

Wings to reinvent 

and rejuvenate …”   

GFWC - Wisconsin 

Currently, I am in the final stages of preparation to attend the 2018 GFWC International Convention in St. Louis.  I will attend both 

the Pre and Post Board meetings and all convention functions and fully expect the transition from your current state  president to 

your new, 2018-2020 state president will be a smooth one.  I am looking forward to endorsing and fully supporting our own Kristina 

Higbee as a candidate for the national office of Director of Junior Clubs-Elect.  She will do Wisconsin proud!   

By the time you read this, I will be on a very large family cruise in the Western Caribbean, but promise to return well rested and    

rejuvenated.  There may be a little bit more of me that returns than leaves for St. Louis given the GFWC brunches, luncheons, and 

banquets as well as cruise food and beverages, but I’ll do my best to get my steps in and give you all a run for your money during this 

summer’s Juniors’ Walking Challenge! 

Thank you for this opportunity to serve as GFWC Wisconsin’s 2018-2020 State President.  I will not let you down!          Deb 

Deb Brossard             
GFWC - WI President 

Message from the 
President 
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Greetings Fellow GFWC-WI club members, 



Hello Everyone: 

By the time this note goes to publish we will have attended the annual GFWC Conven-

tion this year in St. Louis, MO and I will have been officially installed with the other  

Director of Junior Clubs.  I am grateful for the opportunity to be the face of Junior Clubs 

for the State of Wisconsin.   

My focus will be on Children Advocacy, not specifically focusing on one organization.  

I do love the organization, Operation Smile which is one of the GFWC Partnership     

programs.  Many of us have already been supporting this organization and I will        

continue supporting it through my administration.  I would also like my Junior Board 

members to give me their input for other children advocacy organizations in which we 

may be able to bring to light and support.  In the past I’ve always wanted to support a 

Burn Camp for children, so I plan to look for a leading camp in Wisconsin through the 

Professional Firefighters Association.   

The Children are the future and we need to support them where ever we can, these days 

bullying is big in the news and it saddens me to hear of 10-13 year olds taking their lives 

because of these bullies.  We need to show both adults and kids kindness everyday - 

that is why my motto is “Kindness Starts with a SMILE”.   A simple smile can 

brighten someone’s day, and my advice to everyone: 

Please stayed tuned. In the next two years together we will 

learn more about Children Advocacy and Organizations around 

our communities that are not prevalently in the spotlight.  I am 

hoping to continue with our group fundraising.   

Hopefully to be as creative as our previous Junior  

Directors, I will definitely have big shoes to fill.   

I thank you all for the continued support as we       

advocate for our communities. 

In Federation Friendship and Kindness, 

 

Michelle Munoz 

GFWC-WI Director of Junior Clubs 

Kindness Starts with a Smile 

Message from our 2018—2020 GFWC - WI Director of Junior Clubs 

“Kindness 

Starts with a 

SMILE!” 
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Michelle Munoz     
GFWC - WI                               

Director of Junior Clubs 



GFWC-WI President’s report 2018 Convention – Deb Brossard  

It’s been a very busy time for this officer since we met last May in Eau Claire for the 

2017 State Convention.   

I spent a wonderful week in sunny but very, very hot Palm Desert, CA, as I attended 

the 2017 GFWC International Convention in late June.  I participated in all the busi-

ness sessions and most meal functions and took advantage of the many workshops 

offered.  There was an Incoming Leaders Training Seminar and I got to meet my    

fellow future 2018-2020 State Presidents and State Directors of Junior Clubs.   The 

highlight of the convention for me was that GFWC Wisconsin won the Membership 

Award for our category!  Imagine my thrill as President Sue and Junior Director 

Loretta accepted this award.  Our membership efforts paid off!  

From August 24 to 27, 2017 I attended the GFWC Board of Directors’ Meeting in 

Boston (Quincy), MA as then President Sue La Buda’s eyes and ears.  I learned many 

things and joined Federation friends for “A Day in Boston” touring the Edward M. 

Kennedy Institute and the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum.  Sue 

received a daily email summary from me as I wanted her to feel like she was a part of this important board meeting.   

The fall got underway and I attended a GFWC-WI Executive Committee meeting and a few club and a district meeting 

as “President-Elect”.  The Wisconsin’s Own Library Ad Hoc Committee was successful in procuring a $50,000        

disbursement from the Gwendolyn M. Schultz Charitable Trust and continues to work on strategic planning to       

promote and grow the collection and support Wisconsin authors and illustrators.  In October I attended the Great 

Lakes Region Conference in Oak Brook, IL.  In my role as your state Membership chairman, I kept very busy helping 

to form a new club in the Northwoods District.  We began that process in November and I am happy to report that we 

conducted a Charter Ceremony on May 4 in Brown Deer.  GFWC-WI is proud to welcome the “Lakeland Area GFWC” 

into our organization! 

November was also the time for me to return to the east coast and participate in the GFWC 2018-2020 Administra-

tion Orientation Meeting.  I received valuable insight and training to prepare me for the role as your State President.   

Unfortunately I found myself in that role sooner than anticipated as I worked to support Sue La Buda as her health 

failed over the winter months. 

Before I knew it, it was time to attend the 2018 GFWC-WI Winter Workshop in Oshkosh on February 9 and 10.  Sue 

was too ill to preside however she left me a script and a thorough agenda which allowed me to execute her plan.  It 

was a very successful and productive two days.  Following that workshop, I tried to keep in close contact with Sue to 

offer my support and my help.  In her final weeks of life, Sue shared all of the 2018 Convention planning with me and 

provided enough detail for our Executive Committee to pick up that ball and run with it.  We lost Sue on March 22 

but I know she was with us as we carried out her plan. 

Let’s just say March 22 to this convention has been a blur and a whirlwind of more planning and preparation.  I’ve 

alternated between wrapping up 2016-2018 and kicking off 2018-2020.   Early in April, I had the honor and privilege 

of submitting the 2017 GFWC Wisconsin Annual Report to Headquarters and the GFWC-WI 2016-2018 Administra-

tion Report for the Clubwoman Magazine.   Our statistics were impressive and I applaud all clubs’ efforts.  They are as 

follows:  35 of 51 Clubs (69%) reporting; 2017 Statewide membership = 1,706; Projects = 1,269;             

Volunteer hours = 94,103; Dollars donated = $231,432; In Kind donations = $140,442; Dollars spent 

(Advancement Areas) = $25,014; Dollars raised = $225,962. 

I’ve responded to other requests from headquarters, such as completing forms and providing additional information 

for various reasons.  I’ve had a lot of practice being your state president already and I am confident that the transition 

“from me to me” will be smooth! 

I hope you enjoy all that Sue has planned for this Convention and know that she is watching. 
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2016 - 2018 GFWC - WI President Convention Report 

Deb Brossard, 2016-2018 GFWC-
WI 1st Vice President and         

President (March 2018-2020) 
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Greetings GFWC-WI Ladies, 

Thank you for ‘Going out on a Limb’ with me these past two years, it has been 

an honor serving as GFWC-WI Director of Junior Clubs.  I’m still totally amazed 

about the bras, purses, steps taken and all that we accomplished. Hopefully you 

all learned a little more about teenage runaways/homelessness and human traf-

ficking in the process.   Consider that knowledge a stone – the stone has been 

cast to cause a ripple. 

Brief Summary of 2016-2018 Accomplishments 

8 Wisconsin Junior Clubs and number of Wisconsin                            

 Junior Clubs I visited in 2017 

189 Wisconsin Junior Members in 2017 

6  Number of Walking Challenges during my administration: 

When   Steps             Walkers     Money Raised Recipient 

Summer 2016  10,919,364 30 $ 170   Junior General Fund 

Fall 2016    8,470,654 25     171.50   St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

Spring 2017  14.484.835 40     313.19  Free the Girls 

Summer 2017  6,983,662 17     200   Kids Impacting Our Neighborhood  

Fall 2017    7,600,782 20     140   St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

Spring 2018  14,727,042 46     500*   Benedict Center – Sister’s Program  

        TOTALS:   63,276,339               $1494.69  * we rounded up using 50/50 money 

2,613  Bras collected in 2017 for Free the Girls from all 6 districts and at least 26 clubs 

$250 Donation to Pathfinders (youth shelter in Milwaukee) from 2017’s  ‘Pillow Fight’ 

144 Valentine Cards we made at Winter Workshop for the children at American Family Children’s Hospital - Madison 

  ??   Too many purses to count, but it filled Carolyn Mitchell’s minivan  

 and delivered to Fresh Start Learning  

$275 Donation to Fresh Start Learning from our impromptu purse sale!   

$750 Donation to National Runaway Safeline 

$879.56 Donation to March of Dimes from ‘dime challenge’; special MoD 

 raffle at Junior Fall Conference; cutest baby contest; donations, etc. 

   ??  Number of hours of Hallmark movies I watched while cross stitching 

 the ‘Club Collect’ sampler 

$500 Donated to GFWC Capital Campaign for the naming rights of        

 Marianne Potter’s Director of Junior Clubs portrait at GFWC Headquarters from raffle of ‘Club Collect’ sampler, and other 

 items. 

What a rewarding two years I’ll never forget!  During the 2018-2020 I will be serving on the GFWC Communications 

& Public Relations Committee; Great Lakes Region Social Media Committee; and as GFWC-WI International Out-

reach Chairman.  I look forward to continuing to serve GFWC.  

2016-2018 GFWC - WI Director of Junior Clubs Convention Report 

Of the Junior Clubs reporting in 2017: 

      261    # Projects 

 12,313    Volunteer Hours 

             $55,861    Dollars Donated 

             $19,523    In-Kind Donations 

            $99,495    Dollars Raised 

Loretta Caron, 2016-2018 GFWC-WI 
Director of Junior Clubs  
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H. Jackson Brown says, “Remember that 

the happiest people are not those getting 

more, but those giving more.”   

Since reading the hundreds of project 

reports that our dedicated Wisconsin 

Clubwomen submitted in their Report-

ing, I can say with absolute certainty that 

all of you truly are givers. Clubwomen 

are givers not only of their time, but giv-

ers of talent and funds as well. On behalf 

of GFWC-WI, we thank each and every 

one of you for your dedicated noble ser-

vice to your communities.  

This past year I have been working close-

ly with Department Chairmen, support-

ing the Executive Team and serving on 

numerous committees including Budget, 

Investment, Strategic Planning, By-Laws 

& Policies, Wisconsin’s Own Library and 

Executive Committees.  

“Setting sail” at the Great Lakes Region 

Conference last fall in Oak Brook, IL 

provided outstanding speakers, send-

ing me home with fresh ideas and en-

thusiasm. Our GFWC-WI Winter 

Workshop in Oshkosh was arduous - - 

bringing much concern and sadness as 

we learned of our State President Sue 

La Buda’s deteriorating health. First 

Vice President Deb Brossard is to be 

commended for stepping up with  

courage and confidence to lead our 

Clubwomen with newfound hope and 

determination for a successful          

administration.  

Keep up the good work, Wisconsin!  

The more you give, the happier you  

will be! 

                            
During the second year of the 2016-2018 administration, 
I attended the following meetings and prepared minutes 
from these meetings: 

 Executive Committee –      
September 8, 2017 Oshkosh 

 Executive Committee –      
February 9. 2018 Oshkosh 

 Winter Workshop – February 
9-10, 2018 Oshkosh 

 Executive Committee –      
May 3, 2018 Brown Deer 

 Board of Directors –           
May 3, 2018 – Brown Deer 

 General Sessions State     
Convention – May 4-5, 2018 
Brown Deer 

The minutes from these meetings were forwarded to the 
members of the Executive Committee for approval.  All 
minutes were approved and filed.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Sands 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI  

Recording Secretary 

“The more you 

give, the happier 

you will be!” 

Abby Lorenz,                     
2016-2018 GFWC - WI     
Second Vice President 

Recording Secretary Sue Sands 

As my term as your state treasurer ends, I have 
found that I have learned a lot and now wish that 

what I know now I knew at the 
start of my term.  

The last two years have had a lot 
of ups & downs for me but some 
of the highlights are; helping to 
establish a separate account for 
Wisconsin’s Own Library along 
with working with the WOL  
Committee on the best way we 
can use the money we received 
from the Gwendolyn M Schultz 
Trust. I created a workbook in 
Excel to have a complete list of all 
club members with all their infor-
mation in one place.  

The last few months I have been 
working with the financial review committee in the 
review of the treasurer’s books and with Michelle 
Munoz to set up our books into a Quicken pro-
gram. I met with Nancy Dickman to go over the 
treasurer’s books and help her start her term as 
your 2018-2020 State Treasurer. 

Thank you for the opportunity to server as your 
2016-2018 State Treasurer. 

Sue Bednarek 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI 

 

Treasurer Sue Bednarek 

2016 - 2018 GFWC - WI 2nd Vice President Convention Report 

2016 - 2018 GFWC - WI Recording Secretary & Treasurer Convention Reports 

 

Convention in Action: (Lto R) Sue Bednarek treasurer,    
Sue Sands recording secretary and Lin Wilkens GFWC 
Great Lakes Region President and Convention speaker 



 

121st Annual State Convention May 3-6, 2018 * Brown Deer, Wisconsin 
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In Pictures... 



2016-2018 GFWC - WI Convention Reports from our Districts 
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 NORTHERN LIGHTS: Amery * Ashland * Bloomer * Centuria * Colfax * Menomonie * Spooner 

Well, just can’t believe that four years passed so quickly.  It has been such an 

honor to serve as president to this district.  The clubs in this district have 

shown such great dedication and hard work.  There have been so many won-

derful events and fund raisers that showed great success in our reporting. 

Every possible idea to raise funds has been done…fashion shows, auctions, 

luncheons, basket raffles and silent auctions. 

A huge THANK YOU needs to be shouted out to the district members that 

helped plan the GFWC-WI Convention.  Without their help, I am not sure 

that it would have happened.  The success of this convention is their hard 

work and I am very indebted to them. 

A new path is being taken now, with new lead-

ership and with their strength and ideas, they 

will pave the way to a great district term. 

Thanks again for a memorable four years. 

In Federation, 

Linda Brown 

I attended the following events over the 2016-2018 term as president of Northern Lights District. 

 2016 Northern Lights District Fall Conference hosted by Colfax Woman’s Club 

 2016 GFWC WI Fall Workshop at Green lake 

 2016 GFWC Great Lakes Regional Conference at Lake Geneva 

 2017 GFWC WI Spring Convention at Eau Claire hosted by Northern Lights       
District 

 2017 Northern Lights District Fall Conference hosted by Spooner WC 

 2018 GFWC WI Winter Workshop at Oshkosh 

 2018 GFWC Northern Lights Convention at Ashland hosted by Ashland WC 

 2018 GFWC WI Convention at Brown Deer 

 October 2017, I attended a meeting of the GFWC Ashland Monday WC 

 The GFWC Bloomer WC invited me to attend the May 2017 meeting, but I was unable to attend.  

 I was also the GFWC WI Fundraising Chairman for 2016-2018. 

Statistics: 

187 projects 

16,153 volunteer hours 

$22,685 dollars raised 

$24,610 dollars donated 

$18,045 in-kind donations 

$612 dollars spent 

The spirit of volunteerism is alive in our clubs. All of the clubs in my district support their libraries, the Red 

Cross Blood Drives, bake cookies for various events and assist at schools. Some sponsor arts and crafts fairs, 

clean ditches, help get out the vote for elections, put on programs, support municipal workers, provide dona-

tions to the GFWC Partners, etc.  

Dwindling membership continues to be a concern for clubs but the core is strong. Almost every club struggles 

with leadership, especially coaxing someone to take the VP and President positions. 

Julie Riemenschneider 

LAKESHORE:  Brown Deer Juniors * Cedarburg * GFWC Past District Officers *                                

North Shore Juniors * Port Washington * Shorewood * Greenfield * West Allis 

         Statistics: 

Number of projects 267 

Volunteer Hours             13, 162  

Money Donated              $38,596  

In Kind                              $30,300 

Dollars Raised                  $36,600  

Dollars Spent                     $1,487 

 

GFWC - WI Convention      
Lakeshore District attendees 



 

 

The Northwoods District has 226 members and eight clubs, 220 projects were reported, 18,754 volunteer 

hours, $85,326.00 donated, $24,516.00 in-kind donations, $15,735 raised, and $10,497.00 spent. 

Some of the Districts accomplishments during the administration include: 

 Bylaw change for holding a fall district meeting 

 $500 contribution for the Never Forgotten Honor Flight 

 $300 for a tree on the campus of Trees for Tomorrow 
with a plaque in Memory of the GFWC-WI Northwoods 
District 

 Clubs hold fundraisers with names such as Tinsel Trail 
(promoting community programs); Seroogy’s Candy 
Bars (presenting scholarships to local high school     
seniors); Craft and Trade Show ($9,956 goes to the 
community). 

 Three clubs participate with the Helen Mears art com-
petition. One club held its 21st competition. Hand-made 
Christmas cards and valentines are given to veterans 
and health care facility residence. 

 Clubs provide flowers at a one room school house and contribute to hanging flower baskets on downtown 
lamp poles. A club decorates 900 feet of wrought iron fencing along a river with 154 wreaths, lights and sign-
age with greetings and memorials. 

 Food for the Mind books are given by one club to children at ten Food Pantries in the area. Tri-County Council 
on Domestic Abuse receives needed supplies as well as the Personal Essentials Pantry and the Northwoods 
Alliance for Temporary Housing. 

 Members ring the bell for Salvation Army and support local Memorial Day services. 

 A club funded the “Wisconsin Remembers” portable display of photographs for every name of fallen Viet Nam 
veterans. The amazing display, organized by county traveled last summer to five towns in the District. 

 A club hosts an “Operation Bootstrap Shower” to support the local organization by helping those in need with 
food, clothing, household items, baby clothing, gas cards and more. 

 Clubs send boxes to Operation Smile containing quilts, hospital gowns, smile bag contents, items for child 
therapy and blankets. 

 Local libraries are supported monetarily and volunteers help with their annual book sale. 

 A new club was chartered at the 
May State Convention: Lakeland 
Area GFWC! Welcome! 

 

All clubs work very hard to provide 
projects under the six program areas, 
GFWC Signature Project and the    
Junior’s Special Project. 

It was an honor, privilege, and      
pleasure to have served as the      
Northwoods District President. 

Mary Fortier 
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NORTHWOODS: Amherst * Antigo Juniors * Lakeland Area GFWC * Oconto * Rhinelander *       

Stevens Point Juniors * Stevens Point Woman’s * Wausau 

Installation of 2018-2020 District Officers: (L to R)            
Mary Meek Treasurer, Karen Ostrowski Secretary,  Betty Lou 
Janney Vice President, Sandy Gehin President and Paula Schlice 
Parliamentarian  

 

L to R: Sandy Gehin, Mary Fortier and Paula Schlice at District meeting in Amherst 
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 ROLLING HILLS: Boscobel * Dodgeville * Hartland * Hartford * Hillsboro *                                          

Muskego * Oconomowoc Jr. * Oconomowoc * Pewaukee  

The following resolutions were reviewed by the Resolutions Committee in 2017-2018: 

Arts – #1     Conservation – #’s 4,5     Education – #1     Home Life – #’s 5,8,14                                                    

International Outreach - None     Public Issues – #’s 1,3,6,11,19,23,24,25,27,28,29 

The Resolutions Committee reviewed these resolutions and reported the resolutions for amendment to the Executive 
Committee at their board meeting. Next, the resolutions for amendment were brought before the Winter Workshop 
for reading only. Then, the resolutions for amendment were published in the Clubwoman along with the “Call to the 
2018 Annual Convention”. Finally, the Resolutions Committee sent the following five resolutions for amendment/
adoption to the Board of Directors for discussion and a vote: 

 Education – #1 Learning Disabilities 

 Education – New - #5 Reinstatement of Cursive Writing in the WI Public School System Curriculum  

 Home Life – New - #15 Opioids 

 Public Issues - #28 Voter Identification and Registration 

 Public Issues – New - #35 Human Trafficking  

The first three Resolutions and the Human Trafficking Resolution were adopted, but in the interest of time and a 
request by President, Deb Brossard, the Resolutions Committee withdrew the Voter Identification Resolution from 
Public Issues, and will re-address it next year (2019) at the Annual Convention. 

The following Resolutions need to be reviewed for 2018-2019: Conservation – #’s 1, 2, 6     Education – #2     

Home Life – #’s 2, 13     Public Issues – #’s 2, 8, 14, 15, 17, 20 

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Reffue - Resolutions Committee Chairman; Gail Gillmore – Resolutions Committee 

Member and Karen Ostrowski – Resolutions Committee Member 

Dodgeville Woman’s Club - Largest fund raiser is their Flower Sale March through May.  Members take orders, 
the flowers or plants are then ordered through a local greenhouse that provides a discount.  The plants are picked 
up at a member home usually the Thursday before Mother’s Day. 

Hartland Woman’s Club - prepares homemade pies at the Hartland Hometown celebration.  They are wonder-
ful.  They also sponsor two blood banks each year in April and October handling all the advertising, register donors 
and service food. 

Hillsboro Civic Woman’s Club - One fund raiser is called Granny’s Attic; I was visiting their meeting when they 
were pricing the items.  I couldn’t believe all the nice things that a person could buy. 

Muskego Woman’s Club - I have never been to a nicer craft fair then the Peppermint Fair that this club has in 
December each year.  Over 80 booths, arts, crafts, raffles, bakery booth and much more. Go early or you will stand 
in line to get in. 

Oconomowoc Juniors Woman’s Club - If you want go to a Kids Closet Consignment Sale, go to the Ocono-
mowoc Juniors sale.  You will find clothes in excellent condition from preemies through size 14.  It is their largest 
fund raiser with two sales per year. 

Oconomowoc Woman’s Club - has a wonderful Style Show and luncheon in October every year, which started 
in the 1950’s.  The event includes six stores, 12 models and a raffle with very nice items; there’s a homemade bake 
sale with member donations. More than 400 women attend.  This is one of their largest fund raisers.  

Rolling Hills is also involved with starting a new club in Waukesha; we have had two meetings with several women 

attending. 

Abby Lorenz 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI Convention Report - Resolutions Committee 
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At the recommendation of the Scholarship Committee, GFWC-WI was pleased to award four $1,000 scholarships to 

students pursuing health related degrees.  The 2018 Health Scholarship recipients are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madeline Luedtke - sponsored by Amery Woman’s Club in the Northern Lights District and headed to Wisconsin Indian-

head Technical College to pursue a Registered Nurse degree with ultimate ambitions toward a BSN and MSN. 

Erica Meier - sponsored by Monroe Woman’s Club in the Southern Prairies District and headed to Madison 

Area Technical College working toward an AS in Occupational Therapy Assistant. 

McKenzie Poetzel - sponsored by Woman’s Club of Pewaukee in the Rolling Hills District and headed to    

University of WI – Madison to begin work on a major in Genetics/Pre-med. 

Kendra Robinson - sponsored by Stevens Point Junior Woman’s Club in the Northwoods District and    

headed to Augsburg University in Minnesota to work toward a BS in Medical Biology as a path toward becoming a 

microbiologist. 

All the recipients have expressed many thanks and deep gratitude for conveying the awards to them as they begin 

their post-high school educations.  All the recipients had compelling stories to share.  The convention was treated to 

an in-person visit by Kendra Robinson of Stevens Point.  

The committee was very pleased to share that ALL six districts were represented in the applicant pool of 19. All of the 

applicants were tremendously academically talented and marvelous examples of our next generation.  Although it 

was a challenging task to whittle the at field to four recipients, it was truly a privilege to read their applications. 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI Health Scholarship Awards              Report by: Nancy Dickman 

Madeline Luedtke  Erica Meier  McKenzie Poetzel  Kendra Robinson 

Each year a club member is honored at our GFWC-WI State Convention with this special award for her dedication to 

her club and the Federation. We are in the process of having a plaque engraved for our 2018 Woman of Achieve-

ment, Susan La Buda. It will be given to the GFWC-WI Princeton Woman’s Club and a letter will be mailed 

to Sue’s family in her honor.  

All clubs have someone who has given of her talents above and beyond the call of duty, someone who is active within 

her GFWC Club, District, and State. 

The official entry form, found on the GFWC-WI.org website, lists the percentages of how the candidates are judged.  

Although the judging is done primarily on club activities, personal information and other activities are also encour-

aged.  Listed on the website is also past recipients of this award. There are no entries at this time, so, who is missing 

that is most deserving? Deadline is March 31, 2019. For questions, please contact Linda Brown, Chairman at 

262/268-8296 or tbrown903@wi.rr.com. 

 

 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI Woman of Achievement Award          Report by: Linda Brown  
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STUDENTS -   

Category 1 Short Story Beckett Smith  “My Invention – the Globe” Monroe Woman’s Club 

Category 1 Poetry  Nick Lowrey  “Red”   Monroe Woman’s Club 

Category 2 Short Story Annabelle Rose Kvitek “I Want to Be a Super Hero” Kenosha Woman’s Club 

Category 2 Poetry  Drew Hongsermeier “The End of the Day” Brown Deer Jr. Woman’s Club 

Category 3 Short Story Ryan Mathiason  “The Haunted Science Lab” Monroe Woman’s Club 

Category 3 Poetry  Marissa Walker-Rice “Good Old Eva Mae” Brown Deer Jr. Woman’s Club 

Category 4 Short Story Mary Marie Mallum “Aubrey’s Story”  Amery Woman’s Club 

Category 4 Poetry  Jenesis Gustafson “Colorblind”  Amery Woman’s Club  

* Note: Category 1 = K-Grades 3; category 2 = Grades 4-6; Category 3 = Grades 7-9 and Category 4 = Grades 10-12. 

MEMBER  Poetry  Kathy Doebert  “Goodbye to Fall” Plymouth Woman’s Club 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI Writing Contest Awards                    Report by: Nancy Niedziela 

The recipient of the GFWC - WI Theodora 

Youmans Citizenship Award is Beverly 

Coshun of the Pewaukee Woman’s Club. 

The Theodora Youmans Citizenship Award is 

one of the most treasured awards given by 

GFWC-WI since 1937.  Mrs. Youmans provid-

ed in her will that the award should be made 

for the most notable contribution to citizen-

ship in the previous year.   

While there can only be one winner, it is an 

honor to be nominated and clubs should feel 

pride in selecting outstanding women in their 

communities.  

Nominations are due on April 1 of each year. 

See the application on our website. 

2016-2018 GFWC - WI Theodora Youmans Citizenship Award Report by Mary Pike 

Supporters surround Beverly Coshun, recipient of the 2018 GFWC 
- WI Theodora Youmans Citizenship Award (l to r):  Ella Dzioba, 
Beverly Coshun, Nancy Niedziela and Abby Lorenz. 

Clubwomen accepted the awards for the  
students from their town/club area. 

L to R: Deb Brossard, Nancy Niedziela,      
Fran Cook, Melisa Schmidt, Gloria Lansin, 
Nell Anderson, Erin Epping and Loretta    
Caron. 

Chairman Niedziela encouraged more partici-
pation from students and adult members. 
Start writing your stories!  

Copies of applications    
were made available at  
Convention.  

Page 12 



GFWC - WI Club Awards announced at Convention        Submitted by: Abby Lorenz 

 

AWARD  BEST OVERALL    BEST SINGLE 

1734 Society  GFWC Rhinelander Woman's Club GFWC Greenfield Woman's Club 

Arts   GFWC Rhinelander Woman's Club GFWC Oconomowoc Juniors Woman's Club 

Communications & PR GFWC Monroe Woman's Club  GFWC Monroe Woman's Club 

Conservation  GFWC Amery Woman's Club  Menomonie Woman's Club 

Domestic Violence Oconomowoc Junior Woman's Club Woman's Club of West Allis 

 Awareness 

Education  GFWC Rhinelander Woman's Club Amery Woman's Club 

Fundraising  GFWC Amery Woman's Club  GFWC Woman's Club of Pewaukee 

Home Life  GFWC Beloit Junior Woman's Club GFWC Monroe Woman's Club 

International Outreach GFWC Oconomowoc Woman's Club Steven's Point Woman's Club 

Junior's Special  
Program  Oconomowoc Juniors Woman's Club Brown Deer Junior Woman's Club 

Leadership  GFWC Woman's Club of Hartland  GFWC Rhinelander Woman's Club 

Legislation  GFWC Amherst Junction Woman's Club GFWC Amherst Junction Woman's Club 

Membership  GFWC Rhinelander Woman's Club GFWC Spooner Woman's Club 

President's Special  

Project   GFWC Oconto Woman's Club  GFWC Stevens Point Woman's Club 

Public Issues  GFWC Monroe Woman's Club  GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club 

Woman's History &  

 Resource Center  Kenosha Junior Woman's Club  None 

Best Single President’s Special Project—Bev 
Butcher (center) President of Stevens Point   
Woman’s Club accepts certificate. Abby Lorenz is 
on her left; Loretta  Caron is on her right. Club 
supported its local cancer center financially and 
through monthly in kind donations. 

Northern Lights District President Julie Riemenschneider 
(center) accepts the Best Single Membership certificate 
on behalf of the Spooner Woman’s Club. Deb Brossard is 
on her left and Loretta Caron on her right. The Spooner 
club initiated a “Being Visible” member campaign. 
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Special thank you to ALL clubs that completed their reporting forms! 
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Here is the 2018-2020 Proposed Strategic Plan. It will be presented to the GFWC-WI  Executive 

Committee and Board of Directors on September 21, 2018 for discussion and approval. 

 

Initiative One:  Strengthen Direct Communication with Club Members 

The Communications and Public Relations Committee has established a     

system whereby the 2018-2019 GFWC-WI Membership Roster will be used to 

deliver the Wisconsin Clubwoman magazine directly into the email in-boxes 

of all club members who provide the state with an email address.  All club 

members will be highly encouraged to provide an email address at the time 

of dues collection.  District and Club Presidents will be asked to follow up with 

members who do not provide an email address and encourage them to     

access the GFWC-WI website to download each issue of the WI Clubwoman 

magazine.  From time to time, Club Presidents may be asked to copy and  

distribute pertinent information at local club meetings.  To broaden the scope 

of members that can be reached via periodic email blasts, the use of a ‘bulk emailing software’ is also under investigation 

at this time.  Printing and postage for the WI Clubwoman magazine is cost prohibitive for entire membership however 

sending one snail mailed copy of each issue to each club president who will be asked to distribute to the club member-

ship, is also being considered. 

 

Initiative Two:  Use of On-Line Registration for Meetings and Conventions and Swipe Reader for 
Credit Card Payments 
The Executive Committee is in the process of establishing a GFWC-WI PayPal account to accept on-line registrations for 

meetings and conventions.  The use of a ‘swipe reader’ is also being investigated to make it possible to accept credit card 

payments for fundraising or donation purposes.  The use of an event planning service such as “Event Brite” is also being 

considered. 

 

Initiative Three:  Financial stability/transparency through implementation of an Investment Policy 
Statement (IPS) and a purchased financial/bookkeeping software (Quicken) on a dedicated laptop 
for the GFWC-WI Treasurer 
The 2018-2020 Budget included funding for the purchase of a laptop and financial/bookkeeping software.  2016-2018 

financial records were used to pilot the use of the Quicken software and yielded good results.  A Financial Review Com-

mittee determined that the Quicken data balanced with the check register, and bank and investment account statements 

as of 4/30/18.  The committee will continue its work with the 2016-2018 GFWC-WI Treasurer to close the books and pro-

vide a report of that review for the period of August 1, 2016 to June 30, 2018 to the Executive Committee by July 28, 

2018.  The Financial Review Committee also provided the Executive Committee and Board of Directors with several rec-

ommendations that will be fully implemented at the start of the 2018-2020 administration.   

 

The Investment Committee is currently in the process of developing a GFWC-WI Investment Policy Statement.  The pur-

pose of any Investment Policy is to establish future guidelines for the investments.  The statement should incorporate 

accountability standards that will be used for monitoring the GFWC-WI Investment Fund and for evaluating the perfor-

mance of the GFWC-WI Investment Advisor(s) hired on behalf of the Investment Fund and GFWC-WI.  The Investment 

Committee acts in a fiduciary capacity with respect to the Investment Fund and is accountable to the GFWC-WI Executive 

Committee and Board of Directors.  Implementation of a formal Investment Policy will provide written documentation 

and guidance that should allow GFWC-WI to remain solvent into perpetuity. 

 

 

GFWC - Wisconsin Proposed Strategic Plan 
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Initiative Four:  Leadership 

The development and implementation of an annual state LEADS training using past LEADS graduates is high priority for 

the 2018-2020 administration.  A Leadership Committee has been established and currently working on developing a Mini 

LEADS training to be held on Sunday, September 23, 2018.  Future mini LEADS dates during this administration will be 

announced at a later date. The Executive and Leadership Committees will be working on ways to nurture new leaders as 

well as improving the efficiency of state meetings. 

Initiative Five:  Roots of Advocacy with a focus on Legislation                                                                 
The theme for 2018-2020 is “Roots & Wings”.   

Clubs will be encouraged to reflect and remember GFWC’s powerful roots of Advocacy for a number of causes and to use 

their wings to reinvent and rejuvenate club efforts.  Clubs will be asked to consider supporting the ‘Turning Point Suffra-

gist Memorial Association’ to help build a national monument to commemorate the seven decades of sacrifice and tenaci-

ty these women exhibited.  Countless GFWC members were among those suffragists.  The goal is to dedicate that memori-

al on the centennial anniversary of ratification of the 19th Amendment, August 26, 2020.   Clubs will also be encouraged 

to continue in the footsteps of our GFWC predecessors and focus on legislation supported by our Resolutions and will 

make a positive difference in the lives of others.   

Leadership - Education - And - Development - Seminar 

Thank you to the many who have signed up for Mini LEADS on Sept 23rd! 

Proposed Strategic Plan continued - 

You asked! We listened! And you heard and 

responded! (YAY!) 

1. At Winter Workshop 2018 you told us that you 

and your club need help to train members as 

leaders! 

2. In Spring we announced a Mini LEADS work-

shop opportunity and invited each club to submit 

names of members who would be interested in 

attending! 

3. Now, in summer the Mini LEADS attendee reg-

istration list is filling up! We’ve exceeded our 

minimum registration, but there are spots availa-

ble at this time. If interested, contact Mary 

Meek, rlmeek3@gmail.com. 

4. Get signed up before it’s too late! See you on 

Sunday, September 23rd, 9am - Noon at the 

Woodruff Town Hall, 1418 1st Avenue, Woodruff, 

WI 54568. 

Mini LEADS is our State program to work in parallel with GFWC LEADS. LEADS is designed to identify GFWC members at 
the grassroots level who have the potential and desire to assume leadership positions within the organization.  

“A good leader inspires people                                          

to have confidence in the leader.                                     

A great leader inspires people                                         

to have confidence in themselves.” 

-Eleanor Roosevelt  
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Did you know you can do good by taking photos with your phone?    

Simply download the free ‘Donate a Photo’ app (available on iOS or Android).   

You can donate one photo a day, every day!  For every photo you donate,     

Johnson & Johnson gives $1 to the charity you choose.   

You must upload the photo using your phone, but you can browse pictures by 

going to: www.donateaphoto.com .  

There are many organizations to choose where your dollar goes including GFWC International Out-

reach Partner - Operation Smile.  So go ahead and upload that selfie, picture of your cat, that meal you 

are about to eat or the beautiful sunset snapshot and do some good at the same time.    

 

 

 

 

P.S.  Don’t forget to upload some GFWC action shots and use the hashtag #GFWC  

                   

International Outreach         Report by: Loretta Caron, GFWC-WI International Outreach Chairman 

Did you know... 

Legislation --- Advocacy in Action 

Welcome to a new administration!!!  We all have a voice and GFWC Legislation Corner can 

help you and it is so easy; 

 First download the GFWC app to your phone, tablet or computer. 

 Find a cause you wish to support. 

 Take action! 

They really make it very easy once you enter your information they will let you know who your 

Senator or Representative are and you can choose who you would like to contact. You have 

a choice of a form letter which you can personalize if you would like. See easy! Also check 

the box if you would like updates emailed to you. 

Subjects to choose from include: ERA, Women’s and children’s health, Domestic Violence, 

Gun violence and mental health. 

Thank you, Sandy Gehin 

 

Legislation                                    Report by: Sandy Gehin GFWC-WI Legislation Chairman 

September is Library Card Sign-up Month. 
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What is ESO?  
Epsilon Sigma Omicron is an honorary educational society open to all GFWC members. ESO provides             
clubwomen with a structured reading program that is educational and stimulates a desire for self-improvement 
and to life-long learning. ESO materials, including suggested reading lists, are available online at: 

www.gfwc.org/what-we-do/community-service-programs/epsilon-sigma-omicron.  
 

I am currently a Third Century level member. Because of the various categories I needed to read, I read books I never 
would have thought to pick up. And I enjoyed those books - from Science, Sports and Recreation, Business and      
Finance to Poetry - and still got to read my favorite Biography and Memoir, Fiction General or Fiction Mystery books.  
 

How do I join? What to do? To get started, please complete the ESO Pledge Application and return to me. I look 
forward to guiding you on your journey. Start reading and complete four books in four different categories. Send your 
reports to me – just a line or two or three on what you thought of the book! Read! If you are already a member, please 
send me your reports to complete your next level. If you have any questions, please just ask.  
 

ESO Levels  

• Pledge: has obtained an enrollment application and has started to fulfill the reading requirements.  

• Member: has completed four books from four different categories, for a total of 16 books.  

• Star Level: member has completed four books from ten different categories, for a total of 40 books. 

• Torch Level: member has completed four books from 16 different categories, for a total of 64 books read. 

• Century Award: member has completed 100 books.  
 

Have a wonderful summer of reading.  
 
Nancy Schrap, ESO Chairman  
nancywischrap@aol.com  
or mail to 7024 West Wells Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

ESO          Report by: Nancy Schrap, GFWC-WI ESO Chairman 

ESO PLEDGE APPLICATION  

Please copy and complete the following application and send it to your state ESO 
chairman. This form will be used to track your progress as an ESO member through 
the ESO Levels. 
  
Date 

  
Member Name 

  
GFWC Club 

  
Address 

  
City 

  
State 

  
Zip Code 

  
Phone 

  
Email Address 

I hereby agree to pursue the goals of ESO and to participate in ESO programs.  
 
___________________________________  
Signature 
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A Note from Your State Treasurer  (pages 22 & 23)                                       By: Nancy Dickman 

Although many clubs take a meeting hiatus during the summer months, we all know clubs are still 
very active.  In the midst of the hustle and bustle, here are wishes for a delightful summer. 

This is the start of a new fiscal year.  For many clubs, it is also the start of new administrations with 
many new officers.  Please take a moment to read this note carefully and if any club officers have 
follow-up questions, guidance is only an email or phone call away! 

WHAT… 

DUES 

Annual club membership dues AND club rosters (see HOW below) for GFWC International and 

GFWC-WI are now being accepted. 

THE 2018-2019 club year per member dues are $22.00: 

 $ 15.00 will be sent to GFWC headquarters by the GFWC-WI Treasurer 
 $   7.00 will go towards Administrative Expenses of the GFWC-WI 

 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GFWC-WI 

The full amount must be paid for EVERY member on the club roster.  If the club has special mem-

bers due to longevity or special circumstance, dues concession need to be handled within the club.  

If amounts are not remitted for those special members (for example, honorary or associate mem-

bers), those members cannot be included in the list of members sent to GFWC International until 

the full dues are received for them by the GFWC-WI Treasurer. 

Please NOTE the following:  

DISTRICT PAYMENTS SHOULD BE SENT TO THE DISTRICT TREASURER. 

Every District assesses a different amount for dues or participation in District programs.  Club 

treasurers should get instructions from the District regarding remittance of District dues or 

payments to District level programs.                                                                                                      

DO NOT SEND DISTRICT PAYMENTS TO GFWC-WI. 

JUNIOR CLUBS:  Send the GFWC-WI dues, rosters, and district payments as instructed  

elsewhere in this article.  In addition, send $1.00 per member for GFWC-WI Junior member-

ship to the GFWC-WI Junior Treasurer by November 1, 2018. 

GFWC-WI Junior Treasurer contact information: 
Michele Fuehrer 
325 Summit Ave 
Oconomowoc, WI  53066;  
Phone: 262-490-1951  
E-mail: mfuehrer2011@gmail.com 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GFWC-WI JUNIOR CLUBS 

 

NEW MEMBERS IN THE INTERIM:  GFWC-WI dues and member roster information should 
be forwarded to the GFWC-WI Treasurer WITHIN 30 DAYS OF COLLECTING MEMBER DUES, 

regardless of when collected, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF new members joining in the last month 

of the club year.  PLEASE CONTACT the GFWC-WI Treasurer with any questions. 
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OPTIONAL PROGRAM CONTRIBUTIONS 

GFWC-WI accepts contributions for the following state level programs: 

1) Wisconsin’s Own Library 2)Helen Farnsworth Mears Art Contest 3)Trees for Tomorrow and 4)State Health 

Scholarship 

 
Contributions for THESE PROGRAMS are to be sent to the GFWC-WI TREASURER.  MAKE 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO GFWC-WI.   Please indicate for which program the payment is intended. 

WILS SCHOLARSHIP ($200.00).    WILS is a program highlighted at GFWC-WI.org under Community 

Service Programs/Education.  WILS donation information is available at https://wils.us/.  Send your donation 

directly to WILS.  Please do not send them to GFWC-WI. 

HOW… 

By August 15, the club presidents and club treasurers will be emailed a copy of their respective 2017-

2018 club roster in Excel format.  Please update the file and return it, in Excel format, as an EMAIL 

ATTACHMENT to the GFWC-WI Treasurer by October 15.  

Information for the club roster includes CURRENT CLUB MEMBER NAME, ADDRESS, 

PHONE NUMBER(S) AND EMAIL ADDRESS(ES).   Please identify the club president and 

treasurer. 

Some clubs have expressed concern about using Excel.  Feel free to contact the GFWC-WI Treasurer 

for guidance in updating the Excel format club rosters.  Or, enlist help from someone in the club. Rest 

assured that librarians can also be an excellent resource.   

Electronic club rosters are essential at GFWC International and GFWC-WI to ensure we have an ac-

curate list of members and that we can make member benefits available.   The Excel format helps to 

annually refresh the data files used for internal purposes only – the data is never shared or sold. 

Reminder packets will be available at the Fall Workshop on September 22.  Payment options other 

than paper checks will be available later in 2018.  A notice will be issued when the options are ready. 

WHEN… 

Club dues are to be sent to the GFWC-WI Treasurer NO LATER THAN NOV. 1, 2018.        

Dues are gladly accepted as soon as possible. 

Checks for optional contributions can be remitted at any time during the fiscal year. 

WHERE... 

Contact with questions and/or mail GFWC-WI payments to:  
Nancy Dickman  
S68 W17666 East Drive 
Muskego, WI  53150  
Phone: 262-679-1842 (h)  
Phone: 414-213-5735 (c)  
Email:  nancy-dickman@outlook.com  

Thank you, 

Nancy Dickman 

2018-2020 GFWC-WI Treasurer 

Page 23 VOLUME 100     ISSUE 2 



 

Twenty-one GFWC-WI clubwomen and one booster ventured to the historic Union Station Hotel in St. Louis this 

June.  The hotel was once the world’s largest and busiest train station, today it is a beautiful hotel with a mesmer-

izing light show in the Grand Hall.   

Things kicked off on Friday with the 2016-2018 GFWC Board Meeting and Sue Bessert attending LEADS.  This 

was the first time a region hosted a convention instead of a state, so Mississippi Valley Region hosted region 

night with a ‘Winter Wonderland’ theme. 

Saturday morning was the official kick-off of convention with the 

colorful parade of flags.  We quickly got down to business and got 

through all bylaw changes and proposed resolution changes. Of 

course there were awards thrown in too.  Saturday evening was 

Junior Night where we sported  flapper attire for the “Speakeasy 

Soiree” Fun Night. 

Sunday morning we first attended partner workshops.  I am now a 

Shot @ Life Champion and the West Allis ladies are excited about 

doing a project for Heifer International.  Next was the presentation 

of candidates where Wisconsin proudly endorsed Kristina Higbee 

as GFWC Director-Elect of Junior Clubs. Saturday evening was  

the Great Lakes Region banquet where Wisconsin’s very own  

Paula Schlice was installed as Great Lakes Region President. 

Monday morning over 400 GFWC women worked together in the Midway of the Union Station Hotel to put       

together 40,000+ meal bags for Rise Against Hunger. After all that work it was time for some fun in the afternoon. 

The GFWC Executive Committee came to the stage donning some psychedelic clothes and lip syncing to 

“Dancing Queen” followed by the Project Runway Conservation Challenge – it was totally amazing what was   

created out of shopping bags! 

Tuesday we started the day off with more laughs with comedian/author, Nancy Witter.  She says remember to:   

*Take care of yourself – Who’s better than you?   *Get a buddy horse   *Look at everything in the most   

positive way possible   *If you can’t join a gym, buy Spanx! 

That evening we had 5 GFWC-WI women in the processional for the “One Moment in Time” Installation Ceremo-

ny.  GFWC  International President Mary Ellen Brock made a poignant speech on the “7 Grand Initiatives”. More 

details about the initiatives at our Fall Workshop in September. 

 

Until next year when we see all y’all GFWC Friends in Austin, TX. 

 

To see photos from convention or to order:  http://www.order3mi.com/gfwc/gfwc_annual_convention_2018/ 

 

Wisconsin Convention attendees included: 

Convention Recap 

by:  Loretta Caron 

 
Deb Brossard 
Loretta Caron 
Michelle Munoz 
Abby Lorenz 
Janice Curtiss 
Deb Strecker 
 
 

2018 GFWC INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

St. Louis, Missouri  June 23 - 26, 2018 

Loretta Caron 2016-2018 GFWC-WI Director of 
Junior Clubs carrying State flag followed by Deb 
Brossard, GFWC-WI President 

 
Linda Taylor 
Marsha Banyai 
Nancy Zarcone 
Sharon Plucinski 
Sandy Anderson 
Missy Kimball 

Jan Flood 
Paula Schlice 
Sue Bessert 
Mary Kaye Ernest 
Marianne Potter         
Joyce O’Donnell 

Kristina Higbee 
Nancy Niedziela    
Fran Cook              
Scott Curtiss  
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                      It’s OUR TIME TO connect! 

GFWC-WI Awards: 
*Rhinelander Woman's Club - Certificate of Appreciation 
 from UNICEF USA 
*Newsletter Contest - Category 3, Editor: Michelle Munoz 
*Website Contest - Category 3, Webmaster: Erin Epping 
*Signature Program Fundraising - 4th Place 
*Millie Crom Award of Excellence in Junior State Leadership   
 - Gold Level - Loretta Caron 
*LEADS graduate - Sue Bessert 
GFWC-WI Members Serving beyond the State Level: 
*Scott Curtiss – Booster Vice President 
*Loretta Caron – GFWC Communications & Public Relations    
 Committee 
*Mary Kay Ernest – GFWC International Liaisons Chairman 
*Paula Schlice – Great lakes Region President 
*Kristina Higbee – GFWC Director-Elect of Junior Clubs 
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Room Rates:   $149.00 per standard room Friday and Saturday Night 

             $109.00  per standard room  Thursday. 

 

Reservations can only be made by calling the toll free number at 1-888-879-7711 or 

www.bluechip.com/groups  and referencing  the group’s name and number,  GIF 1004. 

 

Reservations must be made at least 30 days in advance of arrival.  Requests for specific room types 

or room placement are offered on a first come, first served basis.  Reservations made within 30 days 

of arrival will be accepted only as space and rate availability permit. 

 

Cancellations must be made by 1 p.m. Central time the day before expected arrival. 

 

Check in time is 4 p.m. and Check-Out Time is 11 a.m. CENTRAL TIME.  Pets are not allowed.   

 

Amenities:      Complimentary valet and covered free parking 

           Complimentary high-speed wireless internet (Spa Blu Tower) 

           Swimming pool and fitness center 

           Spa Blu 

            Refrigerators in all guest rooms 

You’re invited to the GFWC Great Lakes 

Region Conference October 4-7, 2018! 

BLUE CHIP CASINO-HOTEL-SPA 

 
777 Blue Chip Drive, Michigan City IN 46380 

888-879-7711 

BlueChipCasino.com 

CUTOFF DATE IS SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

Room rate may not be available after this date 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
GFWC GREAT LAKES REGION CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 4-7th, 2018 
Blue Chip Casino-Hotel-Spa 

777 Blue Chip Drive, Michigan City, Indiana 46360 

 

 NAME__________________________________________________________________________ 

 ADDRESS______________________________  EMAIL____________________________________ 

 CITY__________________________________   STATE____________ZIP______________________ 

 PHONE_________________________     OFFICER/CHAIRMAN_______________________________ 

 CLUB/DISTRICT/STATE AFFILIATION ____________________________________________________ 

 REGISTRATION     $ 25.00    __________________ 

 A late fee of $25 will be added with a postmark after the due date. 

 

 THURSDAY-Mini Spa Night with Hors D’Oeuvres  $40.00   ___________________ 

 

 FRIDAY BOARD OF DIRECTORS BREAKFAST  $25.00   ___________________ 

 OPTIONAL-THIS IS NOT A BREAKFAST MEETING 

 

 FRIDAY – Indiana State Night     $ 31.00     __________________ 

 Chicken Marsala 

 

 SATURDAY LUNCH – Chicken Salad Croissants  $ 22.00     __________________ 

 

 SATURDAY  BANQUET- Tenderloin Tips Bourguignon             $ 31.00      __________________ 

  

 SUNDAY-Brunch  Buffet    $ 30.00   __________________ 

   

 MINI MART SPACE     $ 10.00     __________________ 

 (FOR STATES AND CLUBS FUNDRAISING) 

In Lieu of a Tour everyone is free to go shopping or museum hopping. 

       TOTAL ENCLOSED _______________ 

PLEASE INDICATE ANY DIETARY RESTRICTIONS________________________________________________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GFWC-INDIANA 

SEND REGISTRATION TO:  Barbara Conaway 

3001 Topaz Dr 

Hobart IN 46342 

Phone # 219-945-0243 

E-mail –abconaway@frontier.com  

Registration must be received by SEPTEMBER 20, 2018.   NO REFUNDS AFTER SEPTEMBER 26, 2018. 
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CLUB CORNER 

Important Leadership Transition - L to R: 
Joyce Schaefer, incoming Amery Wom-
an’s Club president and Nell Anderson 
outgoing president. 

Amery Woman’s Club 

L to R: Diane Flanders, Ashland 
WC member and Paula Schlice, 
GFWC Great Lakes Region Pres-
ident 

Ashland Woman’s Club 

Rhinelander Woman’s Club celebrates: Federation Day &  Club’s 120th Anniversary (1898-2018) 

Left photo: Newly 
elected Chris Freder-
ickson, Mayor of the 
City of Rhinelander 
called on its citizens to 
recognize April 24th, 
2018, as GFWC Federa-
tion Day. 

Upper right photo: 
Members dress in their 
favorite decade to 
celebrate. L to R: Paul-
ine Doucette, Deb 
Brossard, Kay Salew-
ske, Mary Fortier. 

Lower right photo: 
Incoming president 
Cindy Goll gives big 
smile beside club anni-
versary cake. 

Back row L to R: Mary Meek, Linda Tulo, Pam Winchell, Dee 
Jacobs, Lucy Palm, Judy Kingsbury 

Front row L to R: Sue Bessert, Cindy Goll, Mayor Chris Freder-
ickson, Nancy Kuczmarski, Connie Muckelberg, Mary Fortier 

Wife - Husband speakers - L to R: 
Val and Brad Burke were speakers 
at Amery Woman’s Club May 
meeting. The couple run the Family 
Pike Hole Farm near Little Falls, 
Wisconsin. They grow a variety of 
fresh vegetables and berries with-
out the use of chemicals or chemi-
cal fertilizers.  

Lakeland Area GFWC      

L to R: Kristin Kanzelberger, President 
lights candles; Mary Fortier, Northwoods 
District President looking on during Club 

charter ceremony at GFWC - WI         
Convention in Brown Deer 

Members of GFWC Shorewood      
scooped and served the toppings              

at the annual Library Family Night!                                 
We became scooping experts! 

Shorewood Woman’s Club 
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Dedicated to community 

service since 1896  

GFWC 

WISCONSIN  

Living the Volunteer Spirit 

Our Mission 

GFWC-Wisconsin is a statewide volunteer community service organization which promotes  
individual growth and provides education and training to enrich the quality of life worldwide. 

GFWC-Wisconsin is a non-profit, tax-exempt charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

One complimentary copy 
of Clubwoman Magazine 
is delivered to each club 
president at her home 
address. However, it is 
not hers alone. This is 
your club’s magazine. Be 
sure to ask your president 
to make it available at 
your next club meeting.  

For your personal copy, 
subscribe online at 
www.gfwc.org via       
Marketplace, by mailing 
in the form, or by        
contacting Membership 
Services at 202-347-3168 
or 800-443-4392. Annual 
cost is $12. 

 

GFWC Clubwoman 
Magazine is the premier 
publication of the General 
Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, and one of the 
most useful and beneficial 
communication tools for 
informing and educating 
members.  

Published bi-monthly, the 
magazine is a source for 
insightful and informative 
content that keeps sub-
scribers in tune with all 
things GFWC.     

 

Stay in tune with all things GFWC! 

GFWC Clubwoman Magazine 
keeps you in the loop of the 
amazing work of clubwomen 

around the world! 

  AUGUST 

 Now – 6  Deadline for Fall Workshop room block reservation - Concord Inn 

Now – 31 Deadline for Fall Workshop room block reservation - AmericInn Lodge 

       15  All club presidents and treasurers: Look for your email by this date with last 
  year’s club roster (See pgs 22 & 23 of this newsletter for details.) 

       21  Fall Workshop registration fee early bird $5 discount 

SEPTEMBER 

         1  Deadline for Fall Workshop $30 registration fee; after this date fee is $45. 

       17  Deadline for Great Lakes Region (GLR) Conference room block - Blue Chip     
  Casino Hotel Spa 

       20    GLR Conference registrations must be RECEIVED; no refunds after Sept 26. 

  21 & 22  GFWC - WI Fall Workshop, Woodruff, Wisconsin 

       23  Mini LEADS (Leadership Education And Development Seminar), Woodruff  
  Town Hall 

District meetings are held in the fall; check with your club president for dates in your district. 

 OCTOBER 

      4-7  GLR Conference in Michigan City, Indiana 

      15  Clubs must update and return club rosters in Excel format to GFWC-WI  
  Treasurer. 

NOVEMBER 

       1  Membership dues deadline (See pgs 22 & 23 of this newsletter for details.) 

GFWC - WI Dates to Remember: 

www.gfwc-wi.org 

www.gfwc.org 

GFWC - Wisconsin Clubwoman 
Editor:  Sue Bessert 

715-473-4603 

bbessert@centurytel.net 

Next deadline: Sept 25th  


