
GFWC-WI Club Award Winners in Category I & II 

GFWC SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

GFWC Signature Project: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention 

Chair: Kay Salewske 

24 Projects,       1,449 Hours,       $10,867 Donated,       $18,413 In-Kind Donations  

Category I   

Six clubs in Category I reported on their GFWC Signature Program projects for 2018.  They all supported generously to    

local shelters. Several unique projects were tried and were successful. Club budgets were increased to prepare for the 

year in regards to this issue.  In- kind donations increased.  

Category I Statistics:  

Clubs – 6  Projects – 17  Members involved - 498 Hours – 123  Donations - $9156.00   In Kind Donations - $16,645.00  

 

**Best Overall: GFWC Oconomowoc Junior Woman's Club; Community Action Committee** 

This year the GFWC OJWC continued our excellent successes for our Community Action Committee, which encompasses 

the Domestic Violence Awareness & Prevention and the Family of the Month committees.  Our club supported this 

committee with a $50 expense budget.  Additionally, 4 club members, 1 husband and 6 of our children, and at least 10 

community members worked directly on this project.  Together we volunteered 225 hours, raised $500, donated $3,266, 

and donated in-kind items/donations worth almost $11,000.  

Domestic Violence:   

 Donated ten $25 Wal-Mart gift cards to The Women’s Center’s caseworker for families in need for the holidays.  
These gift cards were a donation from a local business to OJWC’s project. 

 Worked with at least one domestic violence family with our Family of the Month project.  With this family, we 
volunteered 33.5 hours, donated $1,250 in furniture and household items (from a new toaster to beds and 
bedding), and gave the mom a $25 Wal-Mart gift card.  

Family of the Month: 

Our committee helps families referred by Waukesha County Safe Babies Healthy Families, Waukesha County Family 

Services, and/or The Women’s Center.  Families may be moving out of a homeless situation, leaving the women’s 

shelter, receiving custody of children, or just in need of a few items – all are below the poverty line and in distress.  Our 

families have an apartment and we help furnish it with donations from the community, and sometimes purchased with 

donations (i.e. new pillows).  Some of our families literally have nothing.  All are thankful and appreciative of our help.  

A County caseworker wrote: “More than giving bunk beds, your organization gives people hope.  So many of our clients 

seldom see kindness.  Your help teaches our clients that there are good, trustworthy people out there.  It tells them they 

are worthwhile and not forgotten by the world.” With donations and support from the community, we worked with 18 

families in 2018.  We donated everything from dishes (for a family) to all the items needed to furnish a family’s empty 

apartment to create a home (from bath towels to sofas and much, much more).  While we track the donated items, we 

specifically count the beds.  In 2018, we set up 9 children’s beds and 3 parent beds, along with all the sheets, warm 

comforters, and new pillows for each bed.  And, we always bring a new fleece “cuddle blanket” for every child – for 

warmth and comfort, but also to show that we see them and care about them.  The before and after pictures are a stark 

reminder of what having nothing really looks like. 

This year, 50% of our families were single parents, and at least 1 of our 18 families were from domestic violence 

situations (case workers seldom say if their referrals are domestic violence situations).  The estimated value of the items 

donated to our families this year was over $12,000. We write articles for our club’s newsletter and submit postings to 



Facebook when we need furniture or household items for our families. We received donations totaling $500 for the 

project, where a local business gave 20 $25 Wal-Mart gift cards for families in need to buy food for the holidays.   

We continue our Crock-Pot for Families program (started in 2014 when we brainstormed: how we could help the parents 

feed their children easily and inexpensively on a limited income.)  The community donated funds and club members 

provided their favorite healthy, easy, and inexpensive recipes.  In 2018, we donated 16 new crock-pots (families that had 

crock-pots were given the recipes). Since we took on this project in mid-2012, we have worked with 116 families.  

Together, we have volunteered 2,400+ hours, donated $17,500+, raised $20,200+, and donated in-kind items/donations 

worth $75,200+.  We have set up 120 beds (97 for children), given 68 new Crock Pots and $3,875 in gift cards for food.  

We have many positive memories, but it’s the children that really warm your heart as we bring in item after item into 

their apartment.  My favorite is when the children touch or sit on their bed that we just set up for them – complete with 

pretty sheets, a warm and cheerful comforter, and new pillow – all for them. In closing, our Community Action 

Committee’s efforts focused on GFWC’s Signature Project, had a notable impact on many families in need, and brought 

the community together to give a kind and helping hand to others.  Many helped by sharing surplus towels, baking 

dishes, and/or furniture, some delivered items to our (donated!) storage units, and some spent hours delivering, 

hauling, and setting up furniture, beds, etc.  All gave to assist a family in need.  We are a community that is kind and 

generous, willing to make the effort to help another in need of assistance.  We are delighted to report that we make a 

difference in our community! 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC-WI Woman’s Club of West Allis; WISH  (Women in Self-Healing and Hope”** 

Our GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis had a 9-member committee on the Prevention of Domestic Violence Awareness 

and Prevention.  There is a support group of women who are survivors of domestic that met at a local church every 

Monday evening.  One of the members baby sat every Monday for the children of these women while they met.  The 

group’s funds were very limited.  This group was sponsored by local donations the West Allis Police department and our 

club.  Our group of ladies cooked a meal for these women during the months of May, October, and December.  The 

committee also volunteered serving the women and children soup, bread, and dessert during the six weeks of Lent since 

their meetings were in the fellowship hall of a church.  During the year our club donated grocery and gas cards to the 

women. At Christmas, the committee arranged and bought gifts for all the ladies and their children.  One lady near tears 

commented that it was the only gift she would receive.  Our committee also baked a birthday cake once a month to help 

the women celebrate their birthdays that month.   

Number of member participation: 23   Volunteer Hours: 318   Dollars donated:  $75   In Kind donation:  $455 

  



GFWC Signature Project: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention 

Chair: Kay Salewske 

Category II  

Three clubs from Category II reported that they have continued support of their local shelters with visits, donations of 

diapers, household supplies, personal items, toys and games. One club partnered with another agency in their 

endeavors. I am very pleased that Human Trafficking is beginning to take focus. Two clubs had very reputable speakers 

come to their meetings on this epidemic situation. Both were open to the public, well publicized and well attended. 

 Category II Statistics:   

Clubs – 4 Members – 63   Projects – 5 Hours – 136   Donations - $281.00   In-kind Donations $1644.00 

 

**Best Overall: GFWC Blanchardville Woman’s Club; Human Trafficking / Diapers & Christmas toys** 

The Club hosted a presentation on human trafficking open to the public. It was given by Sr. Florence Magnum. She is a 

retired employee of the Monroe Clinic and a member of the Congregation of Sister of St. Agnes. She was assisted by Kris 

Winefske, a nurse from Monroe. Their goal is to educate the public on the growing problem. A video was also viewed 

which gave ways to recognize possible trafficking sign. The Human trafficking hotline number 1-888-373-7888 was shared 

14 members, 16 Hours. Our Club donated $100 worth of disposable diapers to the Family Advocates of Lafyette County. 

One member purchased these and delivered them to their site. At our Club Christmas gathering, we all brought games to 

deliver to the same agency for gifting needing children that they serve. We partnered with St. Isadore Parish by 

promoting and delivering their charitable donation to this agency.  

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Edgerton Federation of Women’s Clubs; Domestic Violence Shelter** 

April 18, 2018 GFWC EFWC met at YWCA Woman’s 33-bed domestic violence shelter which offers a safe place for 

women in crisis to begin to heal.  It is located in Janesville, WI and serves all of Rock County.  We viewed the facilities 

provided like rooms, laundry, kitchen, and all the security in place.  We also met with the director of undocumented 

immigrants and learned about the services available to them.  Counseling is available at this YWCA facility for them.  

Members made donations of paper goods, diapers, household supplies, etc.  We invited friends to participate in our 

meeting and activity.   

Members: 16    Hours: 40  Amount Donated         In-kind Donated $688.00  

  



GFWC Juniors’ Special Program: Advocates for Children 

Chair: Suz Hooser 

16 Projects,   314 Hours,    $6,370.00 Donated    $8519.00 In-Kind Donations 

The past year we have shown a great impact on our communities by being vigilant in taking care of our children in need. 

We have supported St Jude, Special Olympics, and the arts, clothed and provide food.  Not only did we donate money 

but we got involved and gave of our time and hearts. Our community children are staying warm with donated coats, 

losing the feeling of hunger with blessings in a backpack and feeling cared for with gifts of stuffed animals. I believe our 

stats speak loudly on the impact our clubs have in their communities. 

Category I 

**Best Over All Winner: Pleasant Prairie Woman’s Club - Trunk or Treat** 

Pleasant Prairie Woman’s club participated in an event to pass out candy at a safe trick or treating event. Members 

participating dressed in costume and handed out not only candy but toys and kid meal vouchers. $7500 in kind 

donations were given by 35 participating members. 

 

 

**Best Single Project: Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club - Juniors Cares for Kids** 

Cold weather apparel is purchased and distributed to school age children anonymously thru the help of school 

counselors contacting the Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s club. A dozen and a half families were helped with donations 

of $635.00 and 3 club members participating. 

 

 

Category II  

**Best Overall: Hartford Junior Woman’s Club - Seed of Hope** 

The Hartford Jr Woman’s club granted $1000 to this organization for the purchase of layettes, formula, and other 

essentials for babies born to in need mothers.  

 

**Best Single Project: Menomonie Woman’s Club - The Foster Closet** 

The Menomonie Woman’s Club listened to the founder of The Foster Closet speak regarding the collection of items for 

foster care children that have recently been moved from their home. A donation of $200 was given and at a later date 

several items were collected to donate. 12 members participated with $275 in kind donations  

 

 

 

  



GFWC COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS 

Arts 

Chair: Kristina Higbee 

96 Projects,       5,787 Hours,    $26,568 Donated     $3,490.36 In-Kind Donations 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; Northwoods Choraliers** 
  
Our club is the main sponsor of the local community women’s choral group. The all-women group performs for various 
community events, at nursing homes, and treats the club to a Christmas concert at our December meeting. The group 
had been sponsored by the local community college and no longer receives funding from the college. Our Club has taken 
the role to support local choir enjoyment for women living in our community.  
Number of Members Participating: 58, Volunteer Hours: 58, Dollars Donated: $ 1,250  
 
 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club; Art for All Students** 

All Access Arts is in its second year of providing free tickets for Monroe students to attend performing arts events in our 

district and community.  The goal of the program is to promote greater arts participation in our schools and encourage 

students to be on stage at every age.  Students of any age benefit from a free arts experience with VIP treatment. VIP 

treatment includes a special lanyard (listing the organizations providing the funding) identifying them as an All Access 

Arts VIP.  They also receive a “swag” bag with goodies for intermission and students also have an opportunity to have a 

pre-show backstage tour and/or post-event meet and greet with the performers.  State Superintendent, and now 

Governor Elect Tony Evers, strongly believes that Arts are an important part of STEAM and should be encouraged in our 

schools.  I personally witnessed the All Access Arts program in action.  All third graders in the Monroe School District 

were invited to see the high school production of Charlotte’s Web.  This program was offered free of charge and allowed 

everyone the opportunity to attend a live performance, regardless of economics.  The intermission snack was great, the 

performance was spectacular and the meet and greet after the show was a highlight of many students.  We followed up 

in our classrooms with writing thank you notes to the crew. Another example is when all Monroe 5th graders were able 

to attend a UW Band Concert.  What a perfect way to encourage a student’s involvement in music! 

 Number of Members Participating:  129  Volunteer Hours:  1     Dollars Donated:  $500 

 

 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Spooner Woman’s Club; Theatre, Open Piano, Party Entertainment** 

9 members attended play at Red Barn Theatre on June 1st plus 2 gift tickets ($34) to Indianhead Community Action 

Agency - 27 hours. “Open Piano” for our membership meeting where local pianists are invited to play for us.  12 

attending - 24 hours. Glen View Senior Center Christmas Party entertainment: 9 members attending 18 hours, Children’s 

Choir, Violinist- Beverly Murk, Guitarist-Jim Donatell  

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Stevens Point Woman’s Club; Arts Months Presentations** 

Guest speaker Robert Rosen, Director, Very Young Composers project spoke during the arts month meeting. He talked 

about the 7 years of collaboration between 4th and 5th graders and the students at UW-Stevens Point in creating original 

music. Mr. Rosen also spoke about the impact arts have on young students and what happens with young artists 

learning to compose at an early age. Volunteer Hours:  2     Dollars Donated:  $50 



Conservation 

Chair: Karen Ostrowski 

Several Clubs had programs on wetlands, water conservation and invasive species. Recycling efforts continue to expand 

to Styrofoam, egg cartons and other unusual materials. Clubs have taken the opportunity to recycle at public events and 

at public gatherings. Other clubs spent time on beautification projects and protecting the environment for wildlife and 

humans. 

 79 Projects     5,958 Hours    $27,613.42 Donated     $2,199 In-Kind Donations 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Pewaukee Woman’s Club; Wetland and Water Monitoring** 

Our club donated $2,500 to a Wetlands Conservancy Fund through the Lake Pewaukee Sanitary District to preserve and 
protect wetlands surrounding Pewaukee Lake.  We also donated $500 to the Pewaukee River Partnership.  These funds 

help purchase wetlands, facilitate the restoration work and pay for the placement of these properties into a permanent 

Conservancy which allows them to play a prominent role in the water quality of Pewaukee Lake long into the future.  

Their value for wildlife habitat, ground water recharging, storm water management, recreational and educational use is 

priceless for the many years to come. Water Monitoring.  This activity has been going on over the last 6 years and 

continues to be of major interest for the group. Once a month from May through October members of this committee 

meet at the Pewaukee Sanitary District building and get ready to travel to 2 monitoring stations within the Pewaukee 

Lake watershed areas.  Following the protocols of the Surface Water Integrated Monitoring System (SWIMS) from the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) we measure stream condition, temperature, oxygen level, turbidity, and macro 

invertebrates and aquatic invasive of the waters of Coco Creek and the Pewaukee Lake outflow system. To conclude our 

volunteer work for the year with the DNR we met in November for a data entry-training sessions where all members 

were advised on how to enter the water monitoring data into the national database. Additionally, this year the group 

had the opportunity to participate in a DNR-Organized water monitoring training session on May 5 2018 at the UW 

Waukesha Field station.  Five members learned how to perform the monitoring activities. Also on May 18, one member 

of the group attended the DNR Mussels monitoring workshop in Hubbard Park Lodge and the Milwaukee River. Our 

efforts with this program were celebrated with an Appreciation Lunch organized By DNR representatives on March 3, 

2018 at Retzer Nature Center. 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club; Water Tower project** 

The Green County Historical Society (GCHS) water tower committee’s goal is to preserve the Old Lincoln Water Tower, 

promote the history of this historic landmark and educate the public. The GCHS benefited by receiving $500 for the 

purpose of making step repairs to the water tower.  This water tower, located in Monroe’s Lincoln Park, is an historic 

tower that was built in 1889 and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2005.  It is a brick cylinder 

structure with a doorway at the bottom that leads inside. Inside you’ll find a wooden staircase that climbs around the 

inner layer of brick halfway to the top.  These steps are in desperate need of repair and these funds will be used to 

preserve and secure the steps so the water tower can be periodically open to the general public and school children for 

educational tours. Everyone will then know the answer to the question “Why?” 

Number of Members Participating:  129,      Volunteer Hours:  1,     Dollars Donated:  $500 

  



Conservation 

Chair: Karen Ostrowski 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Stevens Point Woman’s Club; Fuzzy Friends Forever/Toys and Children’s Books Collection** 

The club has collected stuffed toys and children’s books to donate to Pat Hilpert’s Fuzzy Friends Forever/Stuffed Toys 

Project since we learned of the project in January 2016.  Pat cleans and mends any stuffed toys in need of repair and 

matches them, and any new or gently used stuffed toys, with donated children’s books to give away to schools, 

churches, hospitals, needy groups of children, Operation Bootstrap, etc., as no child should be without these childhood 

comforts.  Since items are collected throughout the year, especially during the summer rummage sales, we will estimate 

the club members spent about 224 hours and about $2,709.00 collecting the couple thousand stuffed toys and books 

donated to this worthwhile cause in 2018.  In addition, Pat Hilpert (a club member) has spent approximately 468 hours 

(an average of 9 hours per week) preparing the toys and books and approximately $350.00 in 2018 on washing, 

repairing, packaging, and shipping these items for distribution.  

692 Total Volunteer Hours and $3,059.00 Donated 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club; Egg Carton recycling for Food Pantry** 

One club member learned that an area farmer donated eggs to the local food pantry, but empty egg cartons were 

needed to distribute eggs to the people who used the pantry. Each month this member collects the empty egg cartons 

at our general meeting and recycles them by delivering them to the food pantry, keeping them out of the waste stream. 

Number of Members participating: 12   Volunteer Hours: 3 

  



Education 

Chair: Julie Riemenschneider 

After reading the reports from 29 GFWC Wisconsin clubs, I could see many ways in which education was promoted. For 

example, many clubs provide scholarships to graduating high school seniors. Some provide post-secondary scholarships. 

Several provide funds for girls to attend Women in Leadership Seminar – WILS. Some fund the entrance fee for Badger 

Girls State. Every club supports public libraries in their communities through volunteer services, contributing books and 

other media, promoting educational or vocational programs and providing ELS training for Spanish speaking adults. 

Some volunteer in classrooms. Some clubs promote the reading of Dr. Seuss books and contribute new copies to the 

students. 

156 Projects       5,293 Hours    $ 89,881.57   Donated     $17,766.65   In-Kind Donations 

HOBY    2 Projects       2 Hours    $ 200.00   Donated     $204.00 In-Kind Donations 

Category I 

** Best Overall: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; District Library Tea Rock the Party** 

From start to finish our clubwomen plan the Summer Children’s Tea for 8 – 12 year olds (no boys this year). The event 
that’s held at our local Library always includes a lesson on etiquette, some type of craft project, a presentation related 
to the theme and often a tie-in to a book. This year’s theme was “Rock the Party” to compliment the Library’s own 
theme, “Libraries Rock” and introduced participants to the ‘50s: An all-girl band performed, a Jitterbug lesson given, 
bookmarks colored to take home and bracelets created. Members planned, served, made refreshments and helped with 
crafts, setup and cleanup. Has been a summer favorite for close to 15 years!  
Number of members participating: 10 Volunteer Hours: 68 Dollars Donated: $131 In-kind Donations: $51 
 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Bloomer Woman’s Club; Innovative Teaching Grant** 

Applications from teachers from all public and private schools in the city to encourage the goal of providing funding for 

staff development and innovative teaching ideas, to think differently, from a new prospective. Awarded on a 

competitive basis, chosen by a committee of club members. Committee decides on the amount awarded, depending on 

the amount in the ongoing special fund. This fund is funded by the Tri-Annual Tour of Homes proceeds, and may have 

additions from the clubs regular fund. This years’ awards totaled $1,479.21 given to 2 elementary teachers, 1 middle 

school teacher and 3 high school teachers. They are requested to appear at a club meeting to share their successes.         

# of members 2 Hours 2, Dollars donated $1,479.21 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Hillsboro Civic Club; Promoted upcoming School Referendum** 

Mr. Bisarek presented information pertaining to the upcoming school referendum.  One portion of the referendum was 
to continue the previous operating funds; a second part dealt with facility maintenance.  Club members are members of 
other local foundations/boards/clubs, so they circulated pertinent information as to the importance of the referendum.  
The referendum passed. Members 12, Hours 8 
 

**Best Single Project: GFWC (PDO) Past District Officers Club; Easter Seals Camp Wawbeek** 

The camp at Wisconsin Dells serves children and adults with cognitive and developmental disabilities in a safe 

environment where they can meet other campers with disabilities and build relationships. The camp activities challenges 

the participants to be the best of themselves and gives them a sense of achievement. We supplied games, puzzles, first- 

aid supplies and household need as per a list of items that the camp provided.                                                                          

13 members, 26 hours, In-kind donations $120.00 



Home Life 

Chair: Deb Strecker 

 GFWC WI member’s area the backbone of their communities, and the Home Life Community Service Programs 

exemplify their importance. They are generous with their time and resources, money and compassion.  GFWC WI Home 

Life CSP projects have a one major thread going through each program, making their communities a better place.  They 

have held blood drives, manned food pantries, offered continuous support to those in need, such as veterans, seniors 

and children.  No generation is left untouched by their kindness. The clubs act as conduit for educating and making a 

difference in their neighborhoods.  Raising awareness of Human Trafficking, child abuse and neglect, domestic violence 

and mental illness to list a few areas they have provided education for.  Also, they have educated each other on health 

issues, breast and ovarian cancer, heart disease, Alzheimer’s, and the real benefit of exercising. The GFWC WI members 

have not forgotten to be kind.  They are community role models who lead by example.  They are “living the volunteer 

spirit”! 

174 Projects     13,272 Hours     $ 103,871.78 Donated     $16,937.07 In-Kind Donations 

Category I 

**Best Overall:  GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club; Christmas Stocking** 

The Christmas Stocking Project was started over 70 years ago and remains a viable and active community service project 

for Monroe Woman’s Club.  It is our mission to bring a “Merry Christmas” to those in need by providing gifts for 

children, holiday meals for families, seniors and the disabled, as well as touching the lives of the elderly in local nursing 

homes and within our community with cheer boxes. In 2018, over 900 children had a brighter Christmas through the 

Monroe Woman’s Club Christmas Stocking Project. While the Christmas Stocking Project is 100% organized by club 

members, critical additional support includes over 350 adult community volunteers, over 100 youth volunteers, some 75 

businesses and several local service organizations.  Encompassing over 2000 hours of volunteer time in 2018, the 

Christmas Stocking Project includes initial committee planning, making over 500 phone calls to families, contacting over 

300 shoppers, shopping and delivering gifts to families, providing and delivering 177 cheer boxes, packing and delivering 

over 180 lotions/gripper socks to the elderly and packing and delivering over 500 food boxes in record time. For 

elementary children we offered parents a choice of two of the following three coupons for their children: winter coat, 

boots/shoes or snow pants.  For middle school and high school children we offered parents two of the following three 

coupons: boots/shoes, sweatshirt or pants. Over 1800 coupons were mailed.  Food boxes included a meat coupon. 

Demonstrating our generous and supportive community, over $50,000 dollars was raised through our envelope drive. 

WMTV nbc15 News highlighted the Christmas stocking project on the December 25th evening news.  Also, channel 15 

honored our community with the Making A Difference award.  The Christmas Spirit lives within the heart of this 

community.  The Christmas Stocking Project remains a strong tradition of the Monroe Woman’s Club ensuring that those 

who are less fortunate have a brighter holiday season.  

Number of Members: 129, Volunteer Hours: 2000, Dollars Donated: Community Envelope Drive approximately $50,000 

  

**Best Single Project: GFWC WI Woman’s Club of Pewaukee; Little Hats, Big Hearts** 

Little Hats Big Hearts  - For the year 2018, the members of the Pewaukee Woman’s Club participated in the American 

Heart Association drive to provide “Little Hats Big Heart” Red hats to babies in need from sizes of micro-preemie to 

average size newborns that have congenital heart concerns.  This year members knitted 67 adorable red hats for 

distribution.  The man hours to create total over 300 hours, and In-kind donations $268. The members also knit or 

crocheted and donated 55 baby hats of all colors to the Waukesha Memorial Hospital’s Birthing unit for distribution to 

newborns. Man hours totaled 275, and In-Kind donations $220. 

  



Home Life 

Chair: Deb Strecker 

Category II  

**Overall: GFWC Stevens Point Woman’s Club; Hospice Caregiver Baskets** 

Each Fall our club assembles approximately 100 gift baskets for the family caregivers of hospice patients.  The baskets 

are giver to our local non-profit hospice to distribute to caregivers when they are in need of a little boost.  The baskets 

contain items such as lotions, candles, books, puzzles, tea, journals, cd’s and assorted treats.  It is so nice to remember, 

that while the patient is terminal and the focus of attention, sometimes the caregivers just need a little boost.  The total 

value of these baskets is approximately $2500.00, Volunteer Hour 184 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC -Menomonie Woman’s Club; Tie Blankets** 

For the past several years, members met to produce breast cancer pillows that are donated to local hospitals. Since we 

had a number of these pillows already made up and ready to donate, we decided to try something different. Thanks to a 

$250 grant that the club received from Thrivent for Lutherans, the club purchased 23 tie blanket kits and met on a 

Saturday morning to start putting the blankets together. The group completed 8 blankets that morning the remaining 

blankets were taken home by club members to be finished. Once they were all completed, the blankets were distributed 

in Menomonie to Community for Veteran’s and The Foster Closet. 

10 Members, 122 Hours $250.00 In-Kind Donations 

  



International Outreach 

Chair: Loretta Caron 

Community         27 Projects,    2,260 Hours,     $ 3,596 Donated,    $1,210 In-Kind Donations 

Heifer International   5 Projects,    42 Hours,     $ 1,257.50 Donated        

Operation Smile   10 Projects,    1,055.5 Hours,     $ 1,039 Donated,       $2,890.03 In-Kind Donations 

Shot @ Life   6 Projects,    21 Hours,     $ 875 Donated 

UNICEF     1  Project,    1 Hours,     $600 Donated 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; “Humanitarian Efforts Don’t Stop At the Border”** 

The Rhinelander Woman’s Club contributed to all 4 of International Outreach partners as well as 2 other programs – 

Mission Quilting and giving 3 scholarships for World Affairs Student Seminar held in Waukesha, WI. Rhinelander 

Woman’s Club favorite project for International Outreach is Operation Smile.  Not only did the club donate $600 toward 

Operation Smile’s missions; 17 members took great delight in creating “No-sew Smile Blankets” and were proud when 

the shipment left Rhinelander for its destination!  Each one was made with love and donated time and fabric.  In May, 

2018 89 blankets and 228 stuffed animals were sent to Operation Smile.  For the club’s 120th anniversary celebration, 

club members decorated a window at a local bank by displaying a poster and several brochures about Operation Smile.  

Club-made “No-Sew Smile Blankets” (fleece blankets) served as the backdrop. 

 

**Best Single Project**  

GFWC Muskego Woman’s Club;“Work Together To Lift Each Other Higher Through Operation Smile 

The Muskego Woman’s Club worked together with a club member from the Oconomowoc Woman’s Club to support her 

multiple volunteer missions for Operation Smile. In fall 2018, 30 members donated 8 full sized, wheeled suitcases filled 

with more than 80 lbs of fleece blankets, a case of flip flop sandals of all sizes, reusable shopping bags, toys and hygiene 

items to be distributed at the Smile Camps. This was her 56th trip for Operation Smile. 

 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Centuria Woman’s Club; “Chickens, Smiles and Christmas – Oh My”** 

The small, mighty club, Centuria Woman’s Club, with just 8 members contributed to three different International 

Outreach Programs. The programs are: Operation Christmas, Operation Smile and Heifer International – where they 

purchased a flock of hens.  This shows a small club CAN make a great impact on the lives of others outside their 

community. 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Brillion’s Woman’s Club; “Making Smile Bags on a Cold Winter Night”** 

On a cold January winter night 14 Brillion Woman’s Club members met to put their sewing ability together to create 42 

smile bags for Operation Smile.  Members brought sewing machines, irons, ironing boards and scissors to create colorful 

bags. Five work stations were set-up – 2 areas for ironing, 3 for sewing and an assembly station.  In addition to making 

the bags, members donated toothpaste, toothbrushes, bottles of shampoo,  combs, washcloths, bars of soap, stuffed 



animals, boxes of crayons and coloring books to be included in each bag.  The club ‘snowbird’ members did not want to 

be excluded and donated funds to cover expenses.  The club estimate $384 in-kind donations. 

Public Issues 

Chair: Diane Cychosz 

  108 Projects   5,150 Hours     $45,195.20 Donated    $8,053.33 In-Kind Donations 

Members of the GFWC Wisconsin clubs were very active in the Public Issues programs participating in the area of 

Citizenship by helping at polling stations, attaining memberships in local Chambers of Commerce, and participating in 

local blood drives.   

The Military was a major focus for our clubs with projects ranging from sponsoring flights thru the Honor Flight 

Program, making and distributing quilts for Quilts of Valor, sending notes and hand-crafted scarves and hats to 

deployed soldiers, raising funds to help homeless veterans transition out of homelessness and raised funds for the 

purchase and training of K-9 officers.  

Safety and crime were addressed by hosting speakers on identity theft and on safety tips when dealing with an active 

shooter situation.  Members participated in Fire / Police Public Safety Awards events, and helped with the “Shop with a 

Cop” program. I’m very proud of the work our clubs have accomplished in the Public Issues area. 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis; Veterans Kitchen Shower for Milwaukee Homeless Veterans** 

Notices were sent out at the February 2, 2018 meeting asking the ladies to bring in new or slightly used kitchen items to 

help the Veterans set up housing. The ladies were also reminded in phone calls and smaller meetings. 

On March 2, the room was decorated with red and blue placemats and napkins. Centerpieces were mixing bowls with 

$1.00 kitchen tools in them and stars attached. The Club donated $100 to spend on gifts and the money was used for a 

toaster, slow cooker, pots and pans and miscellaneous items. The decorating budget was used for the table decorations. 

The turnout for the gifts was HUGE, new and slightly used. At least over $1,000 worth of useable items!!! Many of the 

ladies brought in new items and the used items were in excellent condition. We were all so excited to see what was 

there. The items were packed up in boxes and bags and were locked in a room that was furnished by the Church. All gifts 

were picked up by 2 Veterans and a truck from the Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Initiative the following week. 

Veterans can go to the shop and tell the shopkeepers what they need. If the merchandise is in the shop they can have it. 

No payment is required. This helps both Men and Women Veterans set up housekeeping. 

This was an extremely successful project and we hope we can do it again. 

Volunteer Hours 20,   Donation: 65 boxes of kitchen items,   In Kind Donation: $1,000.00 

 
**Best Single Project: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; Canine Patrol – Rhinelander K-9 Officer Drago** 

Our community’s canine police dog, Drago retired in December 2017. The Rhinelander Police Department needed to 

provide the community with the most efficient police team possible by replacing Drago with a new patrol/narcotics 

canine. Our club did three major things to help with this ongoing battle against criminal activity in our community:  

1. The club dedicated its first program of the year to this project. Officer Chad Brown attended the October club meeting 

with Odin (the K-9) and described what it’s like to train a canine patrol dog and the important work Odin has already 

accomplished in his short stint with the Department. The city’s police chief also attended our meeting and briefly spoke.  



2. The club made a $1,000 donation to help with the canine patrol.  

3. The clubwomen organized a fundraiser at the local Culver’s Restaurant. It was called, Dine- In & Donate. It was all 

about service with a smile and dough ($$$) for Odin, Rhinelander's new K-9 Patrol sniffer dog! Members took shifts and 

delivered the meals to all customers for one evening. Each delivery included a message about our club and our project. 

Culver’s customers were informed a bit more about who we are and the K-9 project. It definitely was a feel good project 

for everyone! Posters and fliers to promote the date were distributed all about town. A reporter attended the October 

meeting and wrote an article about the project in the local paper. Facebook posts promoted the fundraiser. Culver’s was 

very happy with our efforts because in just a few hours $500 was raised for the Canine Patrol in our community.  

Members participating: 12, Volunteer Hours: 64, Dollar Donated: $1000.00 +,  In-Kind Donations: $211  

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club; Quilts of Valor** 

Members spent many hours as a labor of love to produce quilts for veterans of the armed forces. It has truly been a joy 

to see the look of surprise and emotion on the faces of veterans when presented with a quilt. Members of our 

“Operation Valor Quilts” sewing group have been able to complete one quilt per month. We were able to present a QOV 

in 2018. Unfortunately, our long arm quilter has not been quilting for 7 months to care for her husband who has cancer. 

Number of Members Participating:  5, Volunteer Hours: 287, Dollars Donated: $ 1,440.00,  In Kind: 900.00 

 

**Best Single Project: Hillsboro Woman’s Civic Club; Rural Hospital Building Project** 

Our $5,000 pledge to our new local, rural hospital building project is the most significant pledge our Club has made in 
recent years.  We have been saving our money from rummage sales and pie sales for a very long time.  This year we 
donated $2,000, next year we will do the same, and in the third year we’ll give the final $1,000.  Some Club members 
serve on the St. Joseph’s Hospital & Clinics Foundation Board.  
Number of Members Participating:  23, Volunteer Hours: 46, Dollars Donated: $2,000 

  



GFWC ADVANCEMENT AREAS 

Communications and Public Relations 

Chair: Sue Bessert 

19 Clubs reported 85 projects in Communications & Public Relations. There was a wide range of great projects:  From   

De Pere’s blood drives at the local college.  To Rhinelander’s media event with the newly-elected Mayor on Federation 

Day,To 8 club newsletters sent to all members of the West Allis Club. Many of our clubs participate in their community’s 

parades (4th of July and Homecoming Parades down Main Street) providing excellent exposure for GFWC! Utilizing the 

GFWC brand is a commitment by the Oconto Club; everyone in town knows them by GFWC Oconto Woman’s Club!  A 

great communication tip from the Monroe Club: Put all important club documents onto one thumb drive and pass to the 

next president.  

91  Projects    3,296  Hours     $ 4,588.36   Dollars Spent 

 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club** 
“Why invent the Wheel? Let’s keep club communications consistent year to year with a simple thumb drive!” 

 
Revising of officer and chairman duties and president monthly duties is continually done by the president.  A new form 

was printed at the end of the biennium for the next president.  All board and general meeting agendas, annual reports, 

board and meeting reports, letters written, by-laws, duties of officers and Chairman, 501-c-3 information and 

application, incorporation information and list of duties of officers and chairman were transferred by past 

president/director to a thumb drive for incoming president.  This should save much time in preparation, no re-creation 

of all these important documents every year. 

 
**Best Single Project: GFWC Pleasant Prairie Woman’s Club; “Spreading Holiday Cheer”** 

  
Another way to get PPPWC’s name out there in a positive light and spread good cheer, we were asked to 

decorate the Pleasant Prairie Post Office for the holidays. Several of our members were able to spread their 

artistic wings and do something out of their comfort zone.  This project was extremely well received by the 

public and we received numerous compliments through our website and the post master about what a great job 

we did.  One visitor of the post office was so impressed by the window paintings that they offered us to paint 

the same thing in their business windows!  And, another visitor was so impressed with what we were doing that 

she donated over $250 worth of holiday decorations to expand on what we were doing.  The outpour of 

appreciation we received from Village residents really made the whole project worthwhile.  To see the entire 

display, checkout our Facebook page for a video hosted by the currents President’s son. 

https://www.facebook.com/PPWC64/videos/2296234030598319/ 

Number of Members Participating:  3 Volunteer Hours:  60      In-Kind Donations:  $400 

  

https://www.facebook.com/PPWC64/videos/2296234030598319/


Communications and Public Relations 

Chair: Sue Bessert 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Hartford Junior Woman’s Club; “Grab & Go PD”** 
 

A new project this year is a “thank you” to the City of Hartford Police Department. The second week of each month, two 
club members bring “grab and go” treats to the department. The treats can be either homemade or purchased, and the 
costs are the responsibility of club members.  

 
 

**Best Single Project: GFWC BLANCHARDVILLE WOMAN’S CLUB; HOMECOMING PARADE”** 
 

This year, for our town’s annual Homecoming Parade, the BWC designed and created a float that resembled a healthy 
stream. The float included a faux stream, including a healthy stream bank with native plants and macro-organisms 
displayed in and near the ‘water”. The idea was to raise awareness about BWC membership as well as our club’s 
commitment to improving water quality though our involvement in the WAV program. In addition to handing out candy, 
information cards were passed out to spectators. These cards included information about the Blanchardville Woman’s 
Club on one side, and information about the Water Action Volunteers (WAV on the other side. In total, we passed out 75 
information cards. Our float was awarded first place for the “Organizations” Category. 
6 Members,   28 Hours,   $215.00 Donated 
  



 

Leadership 

Chair: Mary Meek 

155 Projects,     13,011.25 Hours,    $17,044.00    Dollars Spent 

Category I 

Twelve of twenty clubs in Category I reported on leadership initiatives for a total of 10,343 hours and 82 projects. The 

reports reflect a commitment to addressing the basics for club continuity with regular meetings and proper protocol.  

These clubs report participation at the district, state, region and/or international level, 6 reporting clubs had a total of 11 

participants in GFWC-WI Mini LEADS 101 in Woodruff and three clubs had members on the presentation team. 

There is also a commitment to thinking outside the box to enhance leadership development.  The GFWC Woman’s Club 

of Kenosha hosted a meet and greet session for board members of the three local clubs to get acquainted and identify 

ways to support one another.  The GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club was innovative in trying a new approach to committee 

participation and chairman positions. In Tri-Chair Committees, every clubwoman either volunteers or is assigned to a 

committee with three clubwomen sharing the chairmanship made up of at least one or two experienced chairmen and 

one or two in training.  I am impressed by this creativity and want to acknowledge the forward thinking of the 5 clubs 

that had participants in Mini LEADS 101: The Woman’s Club of Kenosha, Oconomowoc Jr Woman’s Club, Woman’s Club 

of Pewaukee, Rhinelander Woman’s Club and Woman’s Club of West Allis  

 
**Best Overall: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; Paying It Forward** 

In identifying the Best Overall Winner, we need to acknowledge the importance of basics; meeting protocol, revised 

bylaws, participation in GFWC at the district, state and regional level, fiduciary responsibility of their funds and reporting 

are all regular components of their operation.  In addition, this club is forward thinking and has a multifaceted approach 

to leadership development. They continue to develop and mentor leaders from within the ranks. They had 4 members 

attend Mini LEADS 101 last fall and they submitted a LEADS nominee for the past 2 years because they recognize the 

value add to the club and the state of participation in leadership development.  Their nominee was selected as our 2018 

candidate. Additionally, this club adopted a sister club - the newly chartered Lakeland Area GFWC- so that these new 

clubwomen feel a close connection and have the support of experienced clubwomen as they learn and grow in GFWC 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis; Know and Be Known** 

Members attend the WI Court and Civic meetings each month to learn and discuss possible resolution to community 
challenges. The club gave a community presentation on What is GFWC to 26 women of their city. Thus, their effort to 
Know and Be Known. The GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis is so successful in their work with other community leaders 
that in February the male leaders of the community served lunch at the club meeting.  

  



Leadership 

Chair: Mary Meek 

 
Category II  

Eight of twenty-seven clubs reported in Category II for a total of 48 projects and 2,668.25 volunteer hours. We 

acknowledge that for clubs in category II it is no small task to cover the basics including holding regular meetings using 

proper meeting protocol, planning and preparation through board meetings, reviewing bylaws and developing 

yearbooks.  These eight reporting clubs attend district and state meetings. In fact, all have member involvement at the 

district, state, regional and/or international level.  Many clubs do not have a budget to pay for members to attend higher 

level meetings so to have this type of representation speaks volumes about their commitment to GFWC.  Leadership is 

one of this administration’s directives so I am pleased to report that 3 clubs in Category II had a total of four members 

attend GFWC-WI Mini LEADS 101 in Woodruff and four clubs had members on the presentation team. 

 

**Best Overall: Lakeland Area GFWC; The Little Club That Could** 

As previously stated, it is no small task to cover the basics and this is especially true for a newly formed club.  It takes a 

tremendous level of commitment and determination and add to the list recruiting members, electing an EC, and 

developing bylaws.  Our newest club did all this and more.  Four members attended all 2018 district and/or state 

meetings beginning with a district meeting prior to being chartered.  This club’s president was amazing. She stepped up 

to form the club after reaching out to like-minded women in the community.  Early on this club embraced the value of 

GFWC and knew the importance of being connected to the broader organization.  They approached potential hurdles 

with creativity and ingenuity. For example, using Facebook Live to allow club members who could not attend State 

Convention due to work or family commitments to view the club’s chartering ceremony.  This single act brought GFWC-

WI into the 21st century as there are over 750 views of this video!  Kristin Kanzelberger was amazing.  Not only did she 

win our hearts but she was a quick study and absorbed leadership training like a sponge.  Kristin enrolled in Mini LEADS 

101 however due to hospitalization was unable to attend in Woodruff.  Kristin remained enthusiastic and committed to 

GFWC. She completed the Mini LEADS material and was awarded her certificate of completion while in hospice. 

Although Kristin has passed away and our hearts grieve the loss of this amazing clubwoman, the club is determined to 

carry on as a legacy to Kristin.  It is for this phenomenal display of leadership that Lakeland Area GFWC 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club; GFWC-WI Mini LEADS 101** 

Our club had two members attend Mini LEADS, the club’s co-presidents.  Our club sees the added value of leadership 
development and these clubwomen have demonstrated their commitment to utilizing the skills learned to benefit their 
club and have a positive impact. We also have one club member that serves on the Leadership Team as a LEADS 
Graduate. 

 

 

 



Legislation & Public Policy 

Chair: Sandy Gehin 

11   Projects, 721   Hours,   $ 2,288.00   Dollars Spent 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Amery Woman’s Club; City Council and Mayoral Forum** 

The Amery Woman’s Club has been an active voice in local politics. AWC Members who are serving on City Council 

include Councilwoman, Julie Riemenschneider. Club members, Fran Duncanson, is Amery City Clerk/Treasurer and Kim 

Moore-Sykes is the Amery City Administrator. Club members volunteer to attend Council Meeting to make certain we 

are aware of the issues and respond accordingly. 

AWC participated in a cooperative effort between AWC, the League of Women Voters and the Amery free Press to hold 

a Community forum to introduce candidates for Amery City Council and hear from the candidates for Mayor, the only 

contested race. The April election frequently has low participation and since the position was contested this year, AWC 

decided it was important to hear from the candidates. The night of the Forum the City Chambers was full to standing 

room only. This was not a debate, but, a forum where questions were presented to both candidates so each could 

answer. AWC provided treats for the event. The video of the event looped on cable TV for two weeks following.  

  

**Best Single Project: GFWC Woman’s Club of Greenfield; “Women’s Court & Civil Conference Meeting Signup** 

Our club is affiliated with the Women’s Court & Civic Conference of Greater Milwaukee. 

Programs are presented each month that highlight current issues, topics of legal interest or social concerns. It is an all 

day gathering with lunch served between the morning and afternoon sessions. Two to four speakers, depending on the 

topic, present different aspects of the day’s focus. A summary of the current Women’s Court & Civic Conference 

meeting is provided in the club’s monthly newsletter. Our Club was honored at the March 2018 luncheon. 

6 participating, 120 hours, $800 Dollars Spent  

 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Brillion Woman’s Club; Legislative Action Center** 

As the Legislative Action Center is one of the Seven Gran Initiatives for this GFWC Administration this chairman decided 

to handout and email the instructions on how to sign up for the Legislative Action Center to all members in the hope 

that members would become more aware of issues that concern our organization and make their thoughts known to 

their legislators. I do not know if any members did follow through and sign up for the important emails that are sent out. 

This chairman does respond to the emails received and has forwarded letters she has received to the request from our 

State President to vote on the two legislative priorities I felt GFWC should emphasize 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Kenosha Junior Woman’s Club; Legislative Action Center Member Signup** 

During a regular monthly meeting, members logged in and signed up to join the Legislative Action. The Legislative Action 

Center is a powerful tool for GFWC’s public issues and advocacy efforts. Track bills, contact your local representative and 

take action on issues germane to GFWC Resolutions. Number of Members Participating: 3-7, Volunteer Hours: 1  



Membership 

Chair: Abby Lorenz 

Thanks to GFWC leaders taking a “team approach” to saving clubs considering defederating or dissolving, our State 

membership remains strong and took on the challenge of increasing membership by at least 10%. Many exceeded the goal! A 

survey was sent through Survey Monkey to Club Presidents to collect data which provided insight about 

GFWC and membership. In an effort to recognize recruiting efforts and improve communication about the benefits of being a 

GFWC club woman, several articles were written for the Wisconsin Clubwoman newsletter and presentations made at club 

meetings, district meetings and GFWC-WI workshops. Membership is strong in Wisconsin! 

 86 Projects,     3,124 Hours,    $6,683.   Dollars Spent 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Woman’s Club of Hartland; Meet ‘n Greet at Beer Snobs** 

We held a Meet and Greet in October. It was held at Beer Snobs. Our guest were given a drink ticket and pizza was 

served. We explained the value of joining our club and a;; the community service we do. Because of that we have 

welcomed 13 new members with more still interested. Since this worked so well for us, I plan to make this an annual 

event. We also set up in the lobby of our local Piggly Wiggly and handed brochures and talked about the club. We had 

some interest there too. 

**Best Single Project: Rhinelander Woman’s Club; First Ever New Member Handbook** 

The purpose of the handbook is to welcome new members into our Club and provide them with information on the 

International, State, District and local GFWC Women’s Club organization. It is hoped that when new members have 

information on the many projects and volunteer opportunities of GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club, they will find areas 

that interest them and become involved in the volunteer spirit of GFWC Women’s Club.  

The handbook contains; a welcome letter from the GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club president, the history of our local 

organization, an explanation of the GFWC Women’s Clubs Service Programs, and a listing of the volunteer opportunities 

supported by our local club as well as state, national and international projects. Information on resources and benefits 

for members are provided. In October 2018 the handbooks were finished and distributed to all the 2017 new members. 

It continues to be given to all new members in the GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club.  

Why was the project selected: In January 2018, new members of the GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club were requested 

to think of a new project that they would like to become involved in. The group felt that they would have benefited from 

additional information on the GFWC organization and its local opportunities for involvement. As a start toward meeting 

this need, the development of a handbook was suggested. Work on the formation of the New Member Handbook 

continued over the next eight months.    Volunteer Hours: 125   Dollars Spent: $150 

  



Membership 

Chair: Abby Lorenz 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Princeton Woman’s Club; “The Little Engine That Could”** 

When the several members said that they felt that the community no long supported the Princeton Woman’s Club and 

that club should de-federate, I knew that as president I needed to do something. I reached out to our chamber and city 

administrator for some help. I started a media push by writing articles in our local paper and posting more on the clubs 

Facebook Page. I made fliers, brochures and wrote up a brief club history that I shared at our first meeting in September. 

I asked Abby Lorenz, First Vice President to speak on the benefits of being a GFWC member. There was 11 potential new 

members present. All 11 joined. Our second membership drive I set up a table at Harvest fest and handed out fliers, and 

brochures and talked about GFWC. We had three more new members join. The club went from five members to twenty 

members.  

 

**Best Single Project: Blanchardville Woman’s Club** 

“Got With the Times” with Membership Recruitment and New Website 

This year, the BWC formed a committee tasked with membership recruitment. In addition to our established Facebook 

page, we created a Blanchardville Woman’s Club website. Both are maintained and updated by a member of the BWC. 

Both our Facebook page and our website contain contact information for interested parties. Our committee also 

designed and created a pamphlet containing information about BWC membership. This pamphlet lists the various 

committees and projects that our club is focused on and includes contact information for prospective members. Prior to 

our annual holiday town decoration event, the BWC publishes and advertisement in our local newspaper inviting 

community members interested in learning more about BWC to come out and join us for decoration and a celebration 

afterward. At community events membership is encouraged and information pamphlets are distributed. During the 

summer, at our town’s bi-weekly Farmers Market, members of BWC, who are also vendors, pass out membership 

pamphlets to interested patrons. BWC information cards were passed out during our town’s Homecoming parade. All 

Club members are encouraged to invite others to join out club meetings, explaining that, “large tasks become small 

when divided among several people”. 

  



Fundraising & Development 

Co-Chairs: Mary Kaye Ernest; Chairman, Marianne Potter, Jodeen Jach, Jen Ellis 

Marianne and I handled the 50/50 Raffles for our State President at the Fall & Winter Board of Director Meetings 

85 Projects,     12,505.25 Hours,    $ 184,598.52 Donated 

Flower Power   1 Project, 10 Volunteer Hours, $120.00 

Terri Lynn, Inc. 1 Project, 10 Volunteer Hours, $426.38 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Pleasant Prairie Women’s Club; Pink - tober Auction** 

On October 17, 2018 we held our Annual PINK-tober Auction.  All Club members participate by donating items 

for the live auction, silent auction and our ribbon board during the evening event.  We also solicit donations 

from corporate and local businesses beginning as early as March.  This is a fun and exciting event where 

members, their guests, and attendees from the public enjoy the camaraderie and competitive atmosphere.  A 

portion of the evening’s profits are donated directly to the (local) Circle of Hope Breast Cancer Support Group 

and a fixed amount is donated to the Jane Kramer Foundation.  The remaining profits are used to support other 

local non-profit causes. This year’s auction brought in a record amount of attendees of over 120 causing auction 

committee members to scramble to locate more and more chairs and tables since we estimated attendees 

would not reach 100. 

Number of Members: 40, Hours: 500, Dollars Donated: $600, In-Kind Donations: $13,900 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Oconto Woman’s Club; Deck the Fence Wreath Sales** 

The Deck the Fence project, supported by our entire membership and held in conjunction with the Oconto community 

Winter Wonderland display, decorates the 900-foot wrought iron fence running along the Oconto River and Brazeau 

Avenue.  Wreaths and placards containing memorials, dedications or greetings were hung on the fence by 11 club 

members with additional help from 4 of the members’ spouses.  Our club maintains the wiring, timer and the 

decorations for this project.  Those members who could not help with hanging wreaths, helped to prep the wreaths for 

hanging or purchased a wreath on the fence.  154 wreaths lighted artificial wreaths with accompanying signage, adorned 

the fence this year.   Our club reinvests annually in this project and spent $1,305.21 for additional LED lighting, wreaths, 

extension cords, zip ties, ribbons, signage and advertising.  3 club members organize, advertise, wrote articles and 

accepted orders for this project.  One club member prepared goodie bags for the fence workers.  Funds raised from this 

project, $3,599.79 is used for club projects, community donations and scholarships.  The club also sponsors wreaths 

honoring the Woman’s Club, the Chamber, and our local newspaper which prints order forms at no cost, and Vital Signs 

which creates the signage for each wreath. 

Members Participating: 37, Volunteer Hours:  300,      Dollars Raised: $4,905.00  

  



Fundraising & Development 

Co-Chairs: Mary Kaye Ernest; Chairman, Marianne Potter, Jodeen Jach, Jen Ellis 

 

Category II  

**Best Overall: GFWC Antigo Junior Woman’s Club; Craft and Trade Show** 

To raise money for all of our donations we hold one event during the year which is our Craft & Trade Show. It was 

always held the third Saturday of October each year. We have the show and almost immediately we start working on the 

show for the next ear. This is a huge project and it takes all of our members pretty much the next nine months of 

planning to have a great show. At this event we have over 100 crafters and vendors. Ee charge and admission of $2.00 pr 

$1.00 a;pmg with a donation of a non-perishabelfood item. The food that is collected is then given to our local food  

pantry. We collected 1002 pounds of food at our October 2018 and the show was a huge success. We also invite Avail an 

oranization the services the avused women and their childern in our community to help us at our show. The ladies and 

their volunteeers involved in theis organization prepare and serve foood the entire time of the show to the public, 

crafters and the vendors. We take care of the fees charged for the use of the kitchen at the Multi-Purpose building 

where the show is held and in so doing the Avail group gets to keep all of the profit they make to care foe the women 

and their childer in our community. This is our donation to their organization. We are very grateful that theu agree to 

tark care of thes huge job and by comments heard the people who attend always enjoy the delicious food that is served. 

Our Craft & Trade Show is our only fundraising event, but it generates a large amount of money which we in turn donate 

back to organizations in Antigo and other communities in Langlade County.  

21 Members,   $10,285.18 Dollars Raised  

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Blanchardville Woman’s Club; Teach a Class/Take a Class** 

One of our members organized a new fundraising activity for our club. It was very successful with a profit of $725 

obtained. Members offered to teach a class of a skill or interest of theirs and invite members and member’s guests to 

attend for a fee. The five classes were: Learning to cook a Middle Eastern meal, Making Cake Pops, a book discussion 

combined with baking no knead bread, making Christmas Ornaments and baking and assembling gingerbread houses.  

5 Members, 38 Hours,     $725. Dollars Raised 

  



Women’s History Resource Center/1734 Society 

Co-Chairs: Sue Sands and Diane Zickert 

     There were reports from 3 clubs for this category.  

Projects included a radio skit and live performances, window display of club history, club fact sheet, speaker on the topic 

of WWI and Suffragettes in Polk County, speaker on the Underground Railroad in Southern Wisconsin, and sending a 

1923 historical article from a Minnesota museum to WHRC headquarters. 

 

 8 Projects,   111 Hours,    $2,041.64   Donated,   $52.00 In-Kind Donations 

 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; Radio Skit & Live Performance!** 

Early in the year, our club president was contacted by a member of our local radio station. We were asked to present a 
skit, by an unknown author called, “A Meeting of the Rhinelander Woman’s Club 1900.” Thirteen members took part in a 
recording of the skit which aired over our WXPR station in February (also around the world via WXPR.org)! In addition 
the readers repeated the performance at our club meeting in April. Women dressed for the part which was very 
entertaining! Members celebrated with anniversary cake too!  
State President Deb Brossard’s theme for her administration is Roots for Advocacy. She asked the club readers to 

present the skit at the fall GFWC-WI workshop held in Minocqua. Members enjoyed performing and the club even 

shared the skit with a clubwoman from the Northern Lights District. The Amery club hopes to use this skit during their 

own upcoming anniversary 

 

**Best Single Project: GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club; Window Display in Downtown** 

Three members with a flair for creativity and interest in history put in 28 hours of time to plan and execute a month-long 

window display in our downtown that highlighted the main projects of our club over our 120 year history. There was the 

idea stage, the collecting of items stage, then the installation and finally the dismantling. A member donated (in kind) 

photo printing. 

 

Category II - No Entries 

  



Epsilon Sigma Omicron - ESO  

Chair: Nancy Schrap 

Volunteer Hours – 1,926       Books Read 428 

Category I Clubs:  A total of 386 books have been reported for 2018 for Category I clubs and 1421 hours. It was 

promoted this year that hours spent reading could be reported, as well as hours spent promoting ESO within the club. 

From the GFWC-WI Woman’s Club of Pewaukee Fran Holloway became a Member Level on 4/22/18 and Nancy Niedziela 

became a Star Level on 12/30/18.  

There are currently seven clubs in Category I with fifteen ESO members. Ten were new Pledges in 2018, dramatically 

increasing our readership. To encourage membership, emails with application forms and updated book report forms 

were sent. Emails were also sent encouraging members to continue to submit reports, informing individuals what was 

needed to complete a category and instructions were given to locate the GFWC-WI website for categories and book 

selections. 

Articles have been placed in the GFWC Wisconsin Clubwoman and materials have been brought to state meetings. Many 

ESO Pledge cards were filled out at these meetings, and also at district and club functions.  

ESO hopes to inspire women to expand their horizon by reading books outside of their comfort zone – perhaps the arts, 

science fiction or Sports and Recreation. It is also a goal to encourage more clubs/members prepare state reports to 

include ESO details. Start now to records the hours spent. I can’t wait to hear from the ten new Pledges! What books will 

they report on! 

GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis – 3 ESO Members –  19 books –     54 hours 

GFWC Muskego Women’s Club  -       2 ESO Members  -  12 books  -     60 hours 

GFWC Woman’s Club of Pewaukee  -  3 ESO Members  -  315 books  -  725 hours 

Pleasant Prairie Woman’s Club  -  1 ESO Member  -  7 books  -  636 Hours  (In 2019 forming Book Club – They all finish 

the book, meet for lunch and discuss. So interesting how nine club members all read the same book but each one of us 

takes something different away.)  

Category II Clubs: Seventy-two books have been reported for 2018 for Category II clubs and 416 hours. It was promoted 

this year that hours spent reading could be reported, as well as hours spent promoting ESO within the club. One 

member began the year at the Member Level, having completed four categories of four books each. Another member 

will begin her Fourth Century journey.  

There are currently six clubs in Category II with twelve ESO members. Six were new Pledges in 2018, doubling our 

readership. One inactive ESO member from 2013 stating she will begin reporting in 2019. We have one other inactive 

member on the books from 2010, which we hope to reactivate in 2019. ESO chair will encourage others club/members 

to join ESO and to submit state reports. 

To encourage membership, emails with application forms and updated book report forms were sent. Emails were also 

sent encouraging members to continue to submit reports, informing individuals what was needed to complete a 

category and instructions were given to locate the GFWC-WI website for categories and book selections. 

Articles have been placed in the GFWC Wisconsin Clubwoman and materials have been brought to state meetings. Many 

ESO Pledge cards were filled out at these meetings, and also at district and club functions. ESO hopes to inspire women 

to expand their horizon by reading books outside of their comfort zone – perhaps art, science fiction, classics. It is also a 

goal to encourage more clubs to report ESO details for 2019, to start keeping records of hours spent. I have truly 

enjoyed this position. Looking forward to hearing from the six new Pledges! 

GFWC PDO Lakeshore - Four ESO members - 72 books - 416 hours 



GFWC –WI President’s Emphasis Project 

Turning Point Suffragist Memorial 

Chair: Linda Kay Cook 

I attended the GFWC-WI Fall Workshop in Woodruff WI, held on September 21-22, 2018. Gave information to the Beloit 

Junior Woman’s Club. Contributed an article in the GFWC-WI Clubwoman Newsletter, October 18, 2018 about Turning 

Point Suffragist Memorial. 

 1 Project,     2 Hours,    $ 0   Donated 

Category I 

**Best Overall: GFWC Amery Woman’s Club; Women’s History** 

At our November membership meeting we had a speaker JoAnn Hallquist who spoke to the group about WWI and 

Suffragettes in Polk County. JoAnn shared history information much of which came from her own family. We felt this 

speaker was so appropriate since the GFWC was also focusing on this topic. 

*Only one report submitted 

  


