
EMSC Coin Drive At Local Schools 

Fundraiser for Pediatric Emergency Equipment 

 
This fundraiser was tested by Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club in May, 
2004 at Greenland Elementary School in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.  The 
school had 430 students in grades K-4 through 6.  There were 21 classrooms.  
The fundraiser net $2,600.  Our only expenses were the supplies for the ice 
cream parties as rewards. 
 
This fundraiser exceeded our expectations.  Besides raising funds, it also 
gave us the chance to inform a large audience of the need for essential 
medical equipment on emergency vehicles. 
 

1. Contact principal at the school: 
a. Identify the problem with lack of pediatric equipment on 

emergency vehicles.   
b. Explain who your club is and how this project will improve 

medical care for the children in your community.   
c. Suggest a “coin drive” (Coins for Kids) fundraiser to purchase 

equipment for the fire departments in the school district area. 
d. Suggest that the student council be involved in promoting the 

fundraiser.  They can make posters and talk it up in the 
classrooms.  Getting the student council advisor involved is 
important. 

e. Once the principal agrees, set the dates for the fundraiser (we 
ran ours for 10 days) and arrange for a brief presentation at 
the next staff meeting.  It is important that the teachers 
understand the project so they can promote it with their 
students. 

 
2. Staff meeting presentation. 

a. Go over the information you discussed with the principal. 
b. Show the Broselow tapes and photos of adult equipment next to 

a child (this is very effective).   
c. Explain the need for child size equipment on emergency 

vehicles.  
d. Explain the fundraiser.  

 
3. Meet with Student Council (if they will be involved) to explain the 

need for the equipment and how the fundraiser works.  They can  
a. Make posters to promote the fundraiser. 
b. Decorate a bulletin board. 
c. Bring in jars to collect money in the classrooms 



 
4. Provide memo for the school to use to send home in the weekly 

folders.  See sample memo.  The school paid for the copies. 
 

5. Obtain large jars to collect money in each classroom.  Large mouth 
Gatorade bottles are good.  Money can be dropped in but it is hard to 
get money back out. 

 
6. Offer a reward for classroom with highest amount collected 

(suggestions – pizza party, ice cream sundae party) – reward paid for 
from proceeds of the fundraiser.  We gave a party to the winner of 
the grade 4-6 group and the K-4 to grade 3 group. 

 
7. We also thanked the student council with an ice cream party at one of 

their meetings. 
 

8. We sent home a ½ page reminder notice that the fundraiser was to 
end.  See sample memo.   

 
9. Decide with the principal and student council advisor who will cash in 

the money and track how much each classroom collected.  At 
Greenland, the advisor took care of this.  Funds were deposited into 
the school bank account and then a check was issued to OJWC. 

 
10. Some classrooms held bake sales, popcorn sales and ice cream sales at 

lunchtime.  Some teachers and students in the lower grades objected 
because they are not allowed to hold bake sales.  One solution is to 
hold a bake sale with the funds going into the general fund, but not 
into a specific class. 

 
11. OJWC also held a big bake sale at an evening event at the school and 

the next day at lunch.  We made $200. 
 

12. Issue a press release (include photo of winning class(es) or letter to 
editor thanking those who participated.  Sample letter to editor 
follows. 

 
Contact Maggie Battenberg (mbatten@charter.net or 262-569-9093) 
with any questions regarding the fundraiser.    
 
Contact Elizabeth Davy (esd@lce.biz or 262-569-9465) or Kia LaBracke 
(labracke@sbcglobal.net or 262-569-0074) with any questions regarding the 
EMSC project. 



 
 

 
Attachments:  
Sample memo to parents to kick off fundraiser 
Sample letter to editor 
 



Coins For Kids 
 

It’s EASY for KIDS to make a BIG 
difference! 

Your spare change can save a child’s life! 
 

• Ambulances need kid-sized equipment to 

help kids who are hurt or sick 
 

• Just drop your spare change in the 

bottle in your classroom anytime from 

May 11th – 21st 
 

• A bake sale will be held on Wednesday, 

May 19th during lunch recess 

 

 

The 2 classes who collect 

the most money will have a 

Sunday Party served by a 

member of the Fire 

Department! 
 

One winning class in each of the two groups:  

4K – 3rd Grade --- 4th-6th Grade 
 

Sponsored by Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 946, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

Contact: Susanne Way (262) 560-0387 or 

Maggie Battenberg (262) 569-9093 



Coins For Kids 
 

Dear Parents: 
 

The Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club (OJWC) became involved in the 
Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) project about two years 
when it was evident that the majority of our County’s ambulances are not set 
up to quickly and efficiently handle children. 
 

The most difficult emergency call for an ambulance crew to attend to is a 
seriously ill or injured child. Imagine the frustration of an EMT gathering 
supplies from 18 different locations in an ambulance. Imagine an EMT trying 
to perform a lifesaving procedure on a toddler with tools designed to fit an 
adult. 
 

OJWC raised enough funds to meet their first goal to provide every 
ambulance in the County with a Broselow tape and the distribution process is 
underway. In the midst of an emergency, this tape immediately approximates 
a child’s weight and size for the appropriate dosage of medication and 
equipment. 
 

The next step is to provide pediatric “jump kit” bags to all Waukesha County 
basic and paramedic ambulances. The Greenland Student Council and OJWC 
are joining forces to raise funds for these specialized bags that put 
critical pediatric emergency supplies in one place. These bags will help 
EMT’s respond to pediatric calls with organized, easily accessible, and 
properly-sized equipment. Since multiple departments often respond to a 
single call … all ambulances must be properly equipped. 
 

We need your help to raise the funds. A basic bag costs $730 and a 
paramedic bag costs $1,700. To equip the County’s ambulances, a total of 
$65,000 needs to be raised. OJWC is a non-profit service organization with 
IRS 501c3 status. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact either Susanne Way (262) 560-
0358 or Maggie Battenberg (262) 569-9093. 
 

Sincerely, 
EMSC Committee 

 

Sponsored by Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 946, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 



Sample Letter to Editor 

To the Editor: 

On behalf of the Oconomowoc Junior Woman's Club (OJWC), we would like 
to thank Greenland School for holding a Coin Drive for Kids from May 11 to 
May 21. The Coin Drive, raising a total of $2,562.06, benefited 
OJWC's Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) project.  Thanks 
to the generous support of the children, parents, and staff, our local 
ambulances are being equipped with life-saving pediatric bags benefiting 
children in our community and beyond.  A special thank you to Mrs. Helberg, 
Ms. Sutte and the Student Council who were instrumental in making 
this fundraiser such a success! 

As a result of the Greenland Coin Drive, another three ambulances in 
Waukesha County are now equipped.  What many people do not know is that 
by contributing to this county-wide initiative, they are supporting a team 
effort by co-responding units to provide excellent critical care for a child in 
your life.  A single ambulance may be called to any number of municipalities 
to provide the needed assistance. 

We would also like to make use to thank all the OJWC members for 
contributing to the bake sales. 

It is a pleasure to live and work in this community.  With sincere gratitude, 

Maggie Battenberg and Susanne Way  

EMSC Committee 

Oconomowoc Junior Woman's Club 

P.O. Box 946 

Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

 
 


