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Wisconsin State History 
  
I recently received a bit of state history from the past Director of Junior 
Clubs 1960-62 and State President 1976-78, Judith Harrison. 
 The buildings in the picture are the first capital of the territorial  Wiscon-
sin  in 1836, just north of Belmont, WI.  By 1838 Madison had been cho-
sen as the Capital site. 
  
The buildings became in disrepair and were used as barns and the site 
became just a memory.  
  
In 1912 the General Federation of Women's Clubs bought the land and 
placed  a marker there. 
  
This is now a historical site and can be visited. 
  
Another bit of history from Judy, was on a dam that was to be built on the 
river just above Wisconsin Dells. It was fought by many, but with help of 
the General Federation  of Women's Clubs and others it was thought 
to bring industry to the area and was built. Well, we now know it did bring 
industry to the area. 



GFWC-WI President’s Message 

Hello again, I want to say “Thank you, Thank you” for giving me the opportunity to 
visit around the state at the District meetings. Each one is different and I have 
made many new GFWC-WI friends. I learned about riding horses for therapy with 
the disabled. I learned about human trafficking in Wisconsin, I learned about the 
beginnings of GFWC in the State and the clubs that were involved. I learned about 
leadership and I learned about a home for Domestic Violence victims. 
This is what GFWC is all about. We must remember that while we do a lot of vol-
unteering in our communities we also educate our members on many different top-
ics. 
I especially want to thank the Ashland Monday Club for their invitation to a club 
meeting. This is where I grew up and I met several members I had gone to school 
with and even had one member tell me she had babysat with me and my siblings! 
Can you guess how old this member was? 
I along with 16 other GFWC-WI members attended the Great Lakes Regional meeting in Indianapolis in 
October. Great news and great camaraderie. We had a speaker on “A Shot at Life” and learned about the 
“Heart Truth” program. And, it was with great pride that I presented Pat Mueller as the Jennie Award win-
ner from Wisconsin.  I’m hoping she wins at the regional level and goes on with the National nominees for 
consideration as the national Jennie Award winner. Good luck to Pat. She shows us all how, with GFWC 
she is, “Living the Volunteer Spirit.” 
I will look forward to read all of your reports and hope Wisconsin can once again have a winner.at the Na-
tional level and I hope all of you have a winner at the state level. Let us know all about 
your great adventures with GFWC-WI. 
I hope to see you all at the winter meeting in Plover, WI, Feb, 7-8. It is women’s heart 
health wear Red Day and I want to see a lot of Red. I also want to see a lot of bling 
(Jewelry) that you are willing to sell at the meeting. Come and have fun with us. 
So long for now and in “Federation Friendship” your, State President Beth. 

“With GFWC we will shine." 

GFWC-WI Shining Stars 
 
Mary Anne Grosse Shorewood Wm’s Club for another successful Scholarship Wearable 
Art Show. 
Chris O’Brien Shorewood Wm’s Club for managing a profitable Scholarship Rummage 
Sale. 
Mary Ann Kenney Shorewood Wm’s Club for best ever coffee sales for a scholarship fund. 
Dorothea Lannin Wm’s Club of Greenfield for working above and beyond duty to make 
the spaghetti dinner a success. 
Ina Trummer Wm’s Club of Greenfield for her dedication to the Dimes for Pines Project. 



Hello Ladies- 

I hope that everyone has had a great start to their new club year and that all GFWC-WI clubs were able to 

participate in Advocates for Children the week of Oct. 20-26.  

 

The GFWC-WI Juniors held their Junior Fall Conference in Milwaukee on Sept.7th.  We were fortunate 

to have GFWC Director of Junior Clubs Becky Weber in attendance to be a guest speaker and to charter a 

new Junior Club from Hartland.  Ladies of GFWC-WI please join me in welcoming the GFWC-WI Hart-

land Junior Woman’s Club!  After the chartering ceremony, there were two more speakers:  Dr. Leah 

Phillippi from Shot@Life and Tyler Younger from Feeding America Southeastern Wisconsin.  Last was the Team Building exercise that 

had much laughter and some tears, but a lot of bonding took place. We all know that the friendships we build through GFWC are one of the 

organizations best kept secrets! 

 

In October, State President Beth Griesser and I carpooled to Indianapolis for the 2013 Great Lakes Region Conference. For the first time, I 

took the tour of Indy that was offered and loved it.  Throughout the weekend we had good food, good music, time to rekindle old friend-

ships and make new ones, lots of information, and excellent raffles – just ask Jan Allen, Kristina Higbee, and Missy Kimball (all raffle win-

ners)! 

 

REMINDERS: 

Juniors please submit your JOY Award nominees to Junior Membership Chair –Loretta Caron (loretta_caron@sbcglobal.net) ASAP 

Junior Club dues per member – GFWC $15; State $7; District $2; Juniors $1 Any dues questions please contact Michelle Fuerher 

(mfuehrer2011@gmail.com) 

2014 February Winter Workshop in Plover (see registration in this issue) 

Support Shot@Life to meet the 2012-2014 GFWC’s goal of immunizing 7500 children 

Assist Feeding America in any capacity - food drives, mobile pantry, etc. 

 

In closing, I wish everyone and their families a wonderful holiday season and may all your clubs continue to “Live the Volunteer Spirit”.   

 

In federation friendship, 

Kim Bruns 

GFWC-WI Director of Junior Clubs 

GFWC-WI Junior Director’s Message 

Becky Weber (yellow scarf) conducting the chartering ceremony of GFWC-WI Hartland Junior Woman’s Club – GFWC-WI 

HJWC President JoAnn Bahr is lighting the candle with the other GFWC-WI HJWC standing. 



Community Improvement Program 

    IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO ENTER THE CIPA CONTEST! 
 
The Community Improvement Program Award club projects need to be accomplished during the period of January 1st, 2013 
thru December 31st, 2013.  That means the deadline is fast approaching.  Please send your entries to Nancy Honadel, 7141 S. 
Beachwood Ct.  Franklin, WI 53132-8575 postmarked by March 1st, 2014.  The judging will take place between March 5th and 
March 15

th
, 2014.  You may find the entry form and guidelines at www.GFWC.org in the 2012-2014 Manual. 

 
After the Wisconsin judging takes place (by 3 non GFWC members), the first, second and third place winners will be sent to 
GFWC with the National award being presented at the GFWC Annual Convention in Phoenix in June of 2014. 
 
Your club has the potential to be a winner – please call with questions 414-529-0196 or contact me at applenan-
cy@milwpc.com.  Hope to hear from many of you. 
 

GFWC-WI Home Life 
Community Service Projects 

By: Jean Davidson  
 

These are programs and projects members initiate and participate in to serve their communities.   Home Life reports can cover 
programs and projects that involve other members of the community, other organizations, or the individual club or members.  
But they do not include projects that relate to GFWC Partners, i.e. Canine Companions, Easter Seals, Inside Knowledge: Get 
the Facts about Gynecologic Cancer Campaign, and the National Osteoporosis Foundation. 
Programs ideas include projects that address issues such as women’s health; identify theft prevention; supporting service dog 
programs; people with disabilities; healthy lifestyles; childcare; work with local food banks and homeless shelters, blood drives, 
etc. 

Home Life 

The GFWC WI Past District Officers Club of Lakeshore District nominated Patricia (Pat) Mueller for the Jenny Award for 2012- 
2014.  She was the winner in Wisconsin and her entry was sent to GFWC Great Lakes.  It was announced at the GFWC Great 
Lakes that two women from the region will be chosen and forwarded to GFWC.  The winners will be announced in December 
and go on to the GFWC International Convention in Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Pat has been an active member of the GFWC since joining the Shorewood Junior Woman's Club as a charter member in 
1949 she us now a member of GFWC WI Past District Officers Club (Lakeshore District) and the GFWC Shorewood Woman's 
Club.  That is 64 years of continuous club membership!! 
Pat has served in many capacities through the years.  She is a past WI State President, past State Director of Junior Clubs, 
GFWC Fourth District President. President of her local clubs and committees to numerous to mention. Pat is known for her 
dedication to Federation. 
 
Besides her club work she has been an active member of the Eisenhower Center (which she helped establish), the Urban Ecol-
ogy Center and Plymouth Church. Where she was the first woman Moderator (President), taught Sunday school for years and 
directed the Christmas Pageant for 40 years.  She also was a Girl Scout leader for 25 years. 
   
She is married to George for 69 years and has two children and two grandchildren.  She and George took in foster children in 
Milwaukee County for nine years. 
  
Not to think she is all club an volunteer work, she belongs to the Lake Park Lawn Bowling Club, gardens, sews, and as she 
says she is a"dabbler"   To quote Pat "I have given a lot to Federation, but Federation has given a lot to me". 
 
Let’s cheer her on as our Great Lakes Regional winner.  

Jenny June Award 



 
GFWC-WI Winter Workshop  

February 7-8, 2014 
Best Western Plover Hotel & Conference Center 

5253 Harding Avenue, Plover, WI 
715-544-6200 

 

Mail to:  Barbara Pontow, 1460 Morning Glory Dr, Hartford, WI 53027 
               pontow6034@charter.net        262-673-6034 
Checks payable to GFWC-WI  
 
Registration Form                                            Due Date: January 30th 
 
Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
E-mail_________________________________________________________ 
Phone________________________ 
Name of 
Club______________________________________District____________________________________ 
 
 
Please check highest position currently held (mark only one)  
  

GFWC-WI Officer _______   GFWC-WI Board Member _______ GFWC-WI Junior Board Member   ______ 
 
District President _____   Club President ______   Member ______     Guest   ______ 
 

Please indicate (if applicable) 
 
Past State President (Adm. Dates)__________ Past State Junior Director (Adm. Dates)__________ 
 
GLR Past President (Adm. Dates)__________ Past District President (Adm. Dates)__________ 
 
 

Workshop Registration & Lunch    $20.00   $ _______ 
Swedish meatballs, buttered noodles, green beans 
Garden salad & dressings, French bread knots 
Chocolate cake 

 
Amount enclosed         $ _______   

 
Friday Night Dinner (pay your own)      
Dinner at Shooters @ 5:30 (across the street from the Best Western) 
Please indicate whether or not you plan to attend              yes ______     no ______ 
 
 
Dietary Restrictions_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
Office Use Only 
 
PD$___________ Date__________  CK#___________ NP$___________ Bal__________ 

mailto:pontow6034@charter.net


Winter Workshop Agenda 

Tentative Agenda 
Friday, February 7

th
 

   7:30 PM  Executive Board Meeting 
   8:30 PM Budget Committee Meeting 
 
Come to the Soul Sisters Café 

Wear Red for Women’s Heart Health  
Wear your “jewels”!!! (wear jewelry that you are willing to sell) 
 
Saturday, February 8

th
 

  8:30 AM President Elect meeting with 2014-2016 Nominees 
  9:00 AM Registration  
  9:30 AM Business Meeting & Report 
11:00 AM Speaker:  Women’s Heart Health 
12:00   Lunch 
  District Presidents Meeting (during lunch) 
  Junior Board Meeting (during lunch) 
  Community Service Chairs Meeting (during lunch) 
   1:00 PM Workshop:  “The Three-Legged Race” 
  Jewelry Bidding 
   2:30 PM Adjourn 
 
 

Hotel Registration:       Room Cut Off:  January 15th 
 

Best Western Plover Hotel & Conference Center   Room Rate:  $89.00 
5253 Harding Avenue, Plover, WI 54467 
715-544-6200              
 
Directions: exit #151 at the intersection of I-39 & Hwy 54 
        (just south of Stevens Point)      
 
You are responsible for making your own room reservation.  Call the hotel directly. 
A credit card will hold your room. 
When making your room reservation, state that you are attending the GFWC-WI 
(General Federation of Women’s Clubs) meeting.

 

TREES 

 

I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed 
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast; 

A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 
A tree that may in summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair; 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 

Who intimately lives with rain. 
Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree. 
 

By Joyce Kilmer 



Arts and Photography 
Submitted by Janice Curtiss 
 
 
Thank you to everyone that made my first year as State Member Arts and Photography Chairman a wonderful experience. The icing on the cake was when 
I found out that Gloria Lansin “Chairs Photo” took First Place at International Convention. Congratulations Gloria and Amery Woman’s Club!   
 
We had many wonderful entries at the 2013 State Convention – thank you to everyone that entered! If you have not entered in the past - I hope that you will 
consider entering something for the upcoming State Convention in Baraboo May 16-18, 2014. Everyone loves to see what you can do. Inspire your Club - 
To Be Creative! 
 
Updates and reminders for the Arts and Crafts Contest please remember the entry shall be the work of the clubwoman (making less than $500 annually on 
entered craft) and completed in the current contest year. Kits are allowed. Each member is allowed to enter one (1) item in each category, with a total of 
three (3) category entries.   
 
Please note: Member Art (painting & drawing) entries must be no larger than 22x28 inches including mattes. Media is the choice of the artist. **No frames 
or glass. 
 
The GFWC Photography Contests encourage our members’ artistic expression, and recognize and support members’ achievements in photography. 
GFWC offers three opportunities to participate in the GFWC Photography Contests: 
 

The World in Pictures - (includes High School Students) Photos can be black & white or color.             

Note: Please inform your local High School – we had no High School entries last year. 

Living Things 

Scenes 

Still Life 

GFWC Volunteers in Action - Photos can be black & white or color. 
 
A Year in Pictures (also known as the GFWC Calendar Contest) - Photos must be in color and horizontal. Each GFWC club may submit one photo directly 
to GFWC Headquarters by postmarked by May 15, 2014. 

 
Each contest provides opportunities for members to express their creativity. The World in Pictures Contest encourages members and sponsored High 
School students to capture the beauty of the world and people around us in three categories: natural history, scenic, and feature. The GFWC Volunteers in 
Action Contest provides members with the opportunity to demonstrate their volunteer activities during the year through photography. A Year in Pictures 
Contest welcomes members’ contributions to the GFWC calendar, which allows them to demonstrate their talents and support GFWC. 
GFWC has updated and changed the photography contest. Please refer to your club manual or view on the GFWC website under the Member Center tab, 
click on 2012-2014 Club Manual (under Awards, Contests & Club Grants) click on Photography. 
 
Each submission must include a signed GFWC Creative Arts Waiver and entry form. 
 
The major changes are: Addition of High School students in the World in pictures. Black & White photos in two of the three categories. All photos must be 
8x10 prints and mounted on a rigid 8x10 inch mount board and overall thickness may not exceed 3/8 inch. DO NOT submit photos with mattes or frames, 
nor hangers on the back. Note: 
 Our 2014 State Convention is after the GFWC May 15th deadline; special consideration will be made for mailing winning State entries.  
 
Updated forms and information is posted on the GFWC-WI website. Click on: Community Service Programs; then Arts  
 
Please call or email me with any questions, 
 
Janice Curtiss – GFWC-WI Arts and Crafts / Photography Chairman 
320 Reed Street 
Plymouth, WI 53073-2343 
janicecurtiss@ymail.com 
920-838-2007 cell 

mailto:janicecurtiss@ymail.com


2014 Woman of Achievement Award 



GFWC-LEADS Application 

GFWC LEADS PARTICIPANT APPLICATION FORM  
 
SUBMIT TO YOUR STATE FEDERATION  
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address: ___________  
 
 
Phone: ______                                                           Email: _____  
     
Club: ______                                                              District: _____  
 
 

Above information should be concealed during judging process  
 
List all local club offices and/or chairmanships held*:  
 
 
_______________________________________  
 
 
List all district offices and/or chairmanships held*: _________________________________  
 
 
List GFWC club/district programs/projects in which involved*:  
 
 
__________________________________________________  
 
 
List positions at the district, state, and/or national level in which you are interested*:  
 
_______________________________________  
 
 
Are you willing to:  

defray costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state? Yes __ No __  
 
return to the state and share what you have learned at LEADS? Yes __ No __  

 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION (Feb. 1, 2013):  

 
* If more space is needed, please complete answers on reverse side of this form.  
 
Return this form, along with two letters of support from active GFWC club members, to:  
After Jan. 1. 2013 
 

Sandy Pecha 
1650 South Smoketree Ave.  #142 
Lake Havasu City 
AZ   86403 



GFWC-WI 2nd Vice President 

Health Update on 2
nd

 Vice President 
 
 
First, of all I would like to thank all GFWC-Wisconsin club members for their well wishes, cards, 
phone calls during my illness.  I really do appreciate the encouragement! 
Since I was first diagnosed with cervical cancer, my life as been turned upside down and side ways 
sort of speak.  But I am getting thru it with the help of family and friends, co-workers.  If you were to 
ask me how I spent my summer, and I will tell you in the hospital.  I am glad that part is over; I just 
recently finished my second round of chemo on October15th, WOO HOO!  I am just waiting to hear 
the results of the recent PET scan, so by the time this gets published I will have those.  Watch for an 
entry on facebook to find out the results.   My energy level is slowly beginning to pick up, but I still 
get worn out quite easily.  I hopefully will be going back to work after the first of year, by then I 
should have my energy back to normal and hopefully hair back on my head.  I do intend to be at 
GFWC-Wisconsin Winter Board meeting in February.  I am looking forward to seeing all of you there! 

                               Youth Poetry and Short Story  Contest 
   And Member Poetry and Short Story Contest 
 
 
Both Youth Poetry and Short Story and Member Poetry and Short Story are due February 15

th
, 2014. To Sue La Buda, 393 N 

Westhaven Dr Apt I 104, Oshkosh, WI  54904.  Rules can be found on the GFWC-Wisconsin website under writing contests.  If 
you have any questions regarding the contests please feel free to either e-mail me at suelabuda1@aol.com or contact me by 
phone at 920-231-2168 or 920-216-7656. 
 
Please encourage your schools to participate; we had very few entries last year. Also I know we have talented members that 
write stories and do wonderful poetry I did not have any member entries last year. So let’s get writing! 

GFWC-WI Poetry and Short Story 

                       Reporting!   Reporting!   Reporting! 
 
 
Ah , soon it will be that time of year  when my mail box gets filled with reports.  Well, I have updated the reporting guidelines 
hoping to make them more clear.  I will have that posted on GFWC-Wisconsin website, the guidelines will have examples of 
what I am looking for as well.  I am also sending a copy to your district president so they can send to you club presidents a 
copy. 
 
I would advise to ask me questions, rather doing it wrong or second guessing yourself.  You can contact me by e-mail at 
suelabuda1@aol.com or by phone 920-231-2168.  The due date for your reports will be due to me by Saturday January 25, 
2014!  If for some reason you know your reports are going to be late, PLEASE contact me so I know ahead of time.  Also do 
not spend the extra money to send the express, or certified it is not necessary. 
 
I look forward to those reports! 

GFWC-WI Reporting 



Message from President Elect 
Dear Fellow Clubwomen, 
 
I am writing to bring you into the conversation concerning our newsletter – The Wisconsin Clubwoman.  The Stra-
tegic Planning Committee has been having a conversation about the newsletter and now we want to broaden the 
circle of thoughts and opinions. 
 
As you are aware, we print and mail the newsletter four times a year to every clubwoman in Wisconsin.  The budg-
eted amount for the newsletter is $15,600 for the two year administration.   The more accurate figure for the print-
ing and mailing of over 2,000 newsletters is closer to $18,000 annually.  This is the biggest expense in our budget.   
 
Currently, as per our by-laws, $4.00 of your annual dues is specified for you to receive the newsletter.  Your $4.00 
does not begin to cover the cost.  If we were to charge you the actual expense is would be closer to $9.00 a year.   
 
We have no intentions of increasing the dues.   
 
However, what we are proposing will require a by-law change.  The Strategic Planning Committee would like to 
upgrade our website so that the newsletter can be posted.  All members can then go to the website and download 
the newsletter.   Club presidents would be able to download and print the newsletter.   
 
Therefore, the by-law change will eliminate the $4.00 for the newsletter.  It is our hope to use the funds that would 
go towards the newsletter to go instead for new club grants, club orientation kits, public awareness campaign to 
include a billboard in the Dells, a booth at State Fair, and brochures at all rest stops.  We would also like to in-
crease the funds set aside for Domestic Violence. 
 
So, let’s start the conversation.  I would like to hear your thoughts, concerns, and opinions.  You are more than 
welcome to email me or call me.  Let’s be constructive, positive and creative.   
 
Jan Allen 
President-Elect 
Allen3@uwm.edu 

The Monroe Woman’s Club annual Fall Social was a wonderful success!  
Held October 9, 2013 at the historic Turner Hall in Monroe, over 270 women, 
our largest number of guests ever, enjoyed an evening of camaraderie, good 
food, and fun. 
 
Many guests enjoyed getting dressed up in clothes from their favorite decade 
to go with the theme of the event “A Walk in Time”.  Everything from pillbox 
hats to platform shoes helped to make for a very fun evening.  To carry on 
the “walk” theme, centerpieces were created by taking a variety of different 
kinds of shoes and adorning them with fall flowers. 
 
Monroe Woman’s Club members and the community of Monroe as a whole were very generous in their donations to our live 
and silent auctions and chance basket drawings.  The live and silent auctions each featured nine packages, including a knit 
tote bag made by member Carla Hartwig, a beautiful quilt made by member Ila Duerst, a dinner at member Sue Barrett’s cabin 
featuring a local chef, and a “Do It Yourself” Wine Tasting Party Kit donated by member Vicki Spidahl. 
 
Guests also had the opportunity to win one of over 70 chance basket drawings!  The chance drawings included a Keurig coffee 
maker, a decorated Christmas tree, Coach purses, a Family Fun package, an iPad Mini, and more! 
 
Most importantly, the Fall Social serves as an opportunity to tell our story beyond our 100 plus membership.   We feature some 
of the Community Improvement Projects that we champion as well as invite everyone to help with our annual Christmas Stock-
ing program. 

GFWC-WI Club News 



GFWC-WI Leader 
Dear GFWC Wisconsin Leader 
You are receiving this letter because you are currently serving GFWC-WI in a leadership role.  Thank you for your service to our Federation. 
 
Kristina Higbee, Jr Director Elect, and I look forward to the next administration.  We need your skill, time, and talent.  We have some wonder-
ful plans and challenges in place and we need your dedication to our Federation to move us forward. 
 
We have over 70 appointments to make between now and May, 2014.  We want to hear from you – where and how would you like to serve?  
Please don’t say “I don’t have time” or “I’ve already served.”  We need each and everyone of you. 
 
Please prioritize your interests.  Don’t make us guess – tell us your preference and feel free to make recommendations of others.  By the 
way, this is a two sided form. 
We’ve included an addressed envelope (you will need to put a stamp on it) for you to easily send your form back to me.   Indicate your inter-
est with a check next to chair position you might be interested in fulfilling. 

Community Service Program                Interested in Chairing 

 
Advancement Programs 

 
GFWC-Wisconsin 

 

Arts   

Conservation   

Education   

Home Life   

International Outreach   

Public Issues   

Domestic Violence   

Advocates for Children   

Communications and PR   

Fundraising   

Leadership   

Legislation   

Membership   

Women’s History Resource Center   

Resolutions – 4 members   

By-Laws and Policies   

GFWC-WI Clubwoman Editor   

Webmaster   

Youman Chair   

Wisconsin’s Own Library   

Woman of Achievement Award   

1734 Society   

GFWC- WI Jennie June and CIP   

Photography Contest   

Writing Contest   

Member Art Contest   

Health Scholarship   

Budget   

Investment   



GFWC-WI Leader Continued   

 
 
Put me where you need me – in other words, I would like to serve and I do not have a preference _______ 
 
 
 
Are there other opportunities you would like to pursue: 
 
 
I highly recommend that you talk with the member(s) listed below about a leadership role: 
 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill this out.  Please sign and return. 
 
 
 
Signed ____________________________________________ 
 
Email Address ______________________________________ 
 
Phone Number _____________________________________ 
 
Club ____________________________________________  District ______________________________ 
 
 
 
Jan Allen 
President Elect 
GFWC-Wisconsin 
N41 W28591 Imperial Drive 
Pewaukee, WI  53072 
Allen3@uwm.edu 
262-361-4069 
 
We hope to see you at Convention, May 16-18, 2014 in Baraboo! 

Strategic Planning   

Convention and Meeting Chair   

Report of the First Vice President 
Jan Allen 
 
It’s that time of year when we need to be HARVESTING new and prospective members.  My challenge to you all was for every club to hold a 
prospective member event.  Share with me the wonderful things you did. 
 
Also, don’t forget to send me the names of your new members.  We want to send them a welcome letter! 
 
Please note….included in this newsletter is a form requesting information on what you would like to chair in the next administration.  Please 
consider sharing your talent with the Wisconsin Federation.  I welcome everyone to submit a form.  Also included in this newsletter is some 
information about the cost of our newsletter.  Again, I wish to start a dialogue and I welcome your constructive input. 
 
Congratulations to the Woman’s Club of Pewaukee.  They have five new members.  Welcome, Ladies! 
 
Kathleen Eull 
Frances Holloway 
Jean Miller 
Gretchen Stevens 
Nancy Waters 

GFWC-WI First Vice President 

mailto:Allen3@uwm.edu


GFWC-Great Lakes Conference 

GLR Conference, by Pat Hladilek 

The Great Lakes Region Conference (which includes WI-IL-IN-OH-MI) was held October 11-12, 2013 at the Em-

bassy Suites in Indianapolis, IN.  There were 131 in attendance – GFWC WI had 17. 
We did get there in time (5hour drive) for me to attend the Kettering Workshop, given by Paula Schlice (GFWC-WI) 
The program involves ways to build a better club as well as a better community to live in. 
 
Friday night was Indiana Night – they hosted the dinner – GFWC President, Mary Ellen Laister was the Keynote Speaker. 
Linda Clark, GLR President welcome everyone, and gave greetings.  She introduced Marty Groleau, MI President, who invited 
us all to the 2014 GLR Conference in Frankenmuth, MI at the Bavarian Inn Lodge (save the Oct 10-11, 2014) If you have never 
been to Frankenmuth, MI – you should, ask any of our members who have been there. 
 
Officers and Chairman gave their Annual Reports.   Workshops included Membership/Leadership/Communication/Public Rela-
tions, Signature Project –(Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention) and the Junior Special Project – Advocates for Chil-
dren. 
 
Sat. Luncheon honored each State’s Jennie Award Winner – we were very proud of our GFWC-WI Winner, Patricia Mueller. 
 
Excellent entertainment of young singers, singing the songs of the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s – I’m not even sure their mothers 
were born then… their instructor’s last name was Wolf – so they were the “Wolf Gang”. 
 
Babs Condon, GFWC President Elect (2012-2014) was also a guest and the luncheon speaker – promoting and building mem-
bership. 
 
Workshops in the afternoon included “Shot @ Life” and Heart Truth (Women’s Heart Disease). 
 
A Memorial Tribute was given for our deceased members. 
 
Other GFWC attendees included Becky Weber, GFWC Director of Junior Clubs and Deb Strahanowski, GFWC Treasurer – 
they are both from Illinois, so they are part of the GLR.  They have been known to liven things up, and their report had every-
one laughing. 
 
There was time to make new friends and time to visit with old friends.  A good time was had by all. 
Consider attending next year’s Great Lakes Region Conference in Frankenmuth, MI. 

    
During the October 1st Common Council Meeting, West Allis Mayor, Dan Devine, presented the 
GFWC Woman’s Cub of West Allis with a Proclamation proclaiming the Month of October, 
“Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention” in the City of West Allis.  
1st row: Sharon Plucinski, Valerie Kegel, Mary Pike, President, Mayor Devine, Pat Hladilek   2nd 
row: Monica Jerich, Shirley Benkert, Diane Eineichner, Diane Brandt and Rosalie Reinke 



Leadership 



District News  
On October 21, 2013, over 44 GFWC-WI Lakeshore District members attended the District Fall Con-
ference at the Milwaukee River Hilton. The theme of Celebrate Educate was experienced through-
out the meeting. 
  
Celebrate   
*Lakeshore district Director of Junior Clubs Karen Mathu honored Erin Eppin as the GFWC Wiscon-
sin Junior of the Year, given to a Junior clubwoman for her leadership and volunteer efforts with an 
emphasis on her family and community.  
*Helen Witte honored Pat Mueller as our Wisconsin nominee for the Jennie Award, for her outstand-
ing performance as a volunteer within her club, at district and the state level, as well as her work 
within the community, especially the Eisenhower Center and her church.  
* Celebrated GFWC-WI Root River Juniors for hosting the state Junior Fall Conference, where a new 
Junior club was chartered - from Hartland in the Rolling Hills District. 
* Each club spoke of their domestic violence projects completed or planned, membership recruitment 
plans and plugged upcoming club fund raisers! 
*And we celebrated by donating pillows, towels and toiletries to Sojourner Family Peace Center. 
  
Educate  
* A skit on domestic violence "The Towel Experience" was presented by over a dozen members from 
the GFWC Past District Officers Cub, dramatizing the terrible mishandling of a case followed by what 
should have been done. 
* GFWC-WI President Beth Griesser updated us on a variety of issues: human trafficking, identity theft, flu shot in connection with 
"Shot @ Life campaign, and scholarships/grants available from GFWC. 
*Dolly Grimes-Johnson, the Director of Shelter Services at Sojourner Family Peace Center was our keynote speaker, sharing what life 
is like for those staying at the Center. 
  
Nancy Schrap 
GFWC-WI Lakeshore District President 

The GFWC-Rhinelander Woman's club provided Emergency Pediatric Bags 
to six First Responder departments in Oneida County this year. Newbold, 
Crescent, Pine Lake, Pelican, Minocqua, and the latest was the Nokomis de-
partment.  

First row: Wayne Kinnally, Beth Lekfield, Linda Cole, Dawn Jones 

Second row; Club President, Arienne Birkholz, Tom Gohre, Nancy Voelker, 

Tony Seman, Keith Ploeckelman, and Public Issues Chair, Mary Fortier 

Elizabeth Griesser, GFWC WI President; Nancy Schrap, Gfwc 

Lakeshore District President; Pat Mueller, GFWC WI Jenny Award 

nominee; Helen Witte, Lake Shore District ; and Nancy 

Honadel,GFWC WI Jenny Award Chairman, 

GFWC-WI Club News 



GFWC-WI Club News 
On Tuesday, September 24th, Beloit Junior Woman's Club members volunteered 
at the Taste of Home Cooking School as assistants to the Chef, prize runners and 
greeters.  This event was a fabulous opportunity to spread the word about our 
wonderful club! 

These Hartland Womans Club member we honored at the club’s 
May Luncheon for 50 year’s service. LtoR: Ivis Rademan, Katie 
Weber, Ruth Behrend, Ruby Bedore and Lila Goll.  GFWC 1st 
Vice President Jan Allen was present to congratulate them. 

Honored guest 1st Vice President of GFWC-
WI Jan Allen-r, instead Marie Keppe, Presi-
dent; Carol Krueger, 2nd Vice-President; 
Villa Johnson, Secretary; and Barb Christen-
son, Treasurer for 2013-2014. (The women 
were in a laughing mood!) The women are 
also planning a Casino night for Saturday, 
November 9th. 

The Plymouth Woman's Club Members' that Shine were given dragonfly pins at our Club meetings: 

  

May - Ruth Gilman for her many years of service, continued guidance and work on the Bridge Marathon  

June - Myrtle Feldman for her dedication to the Club and Conservation Projects over the years  

July - Ruth Haucke for her dedication to GFWC! Thanks to Ruth the Plymouth Woman's Club is still here to Celebrate 100 years!  

August - Betty Nohlquist for her care and concern for Club Members & dedication to the Arts  

September - Lorayn Vick Celebrating 35 years of Volunteer Service to the Red Cross Blood Drive!  

October - Kayla Nelson for her willingness to help with everything! 



GFWC-WI Club News 

Attention All Club Members:  
Please submit articles and pictures of your clubs activities. The next due date is February 1st, 2014. Please email Melisa 
Schmidt at melisaschmidt@hotmail.com or via mail W7462 County Rd P, Monroe, WI 53566. Thank you in advance!  

A Quilt of Valor was presented by the GFWC Woman's Club of Kenosha to 
Ken Nelson, World War II Veteran, who served in Germany, France, and Bel-
gium (Battle of the Bulge). He received two Purple Hearts defending our Coun-
try. He brought tears to everyone's eyes as he gave us a descriptive picture of 
a young 18 year old boy, who had never been out of Kenosha, on his way to a 
foreign land and fearful as to what lay ahead.  He also gave us a vivid picture 
of his mother getting telegrams telling her that he sons were wounded but no 
information as to how badly.  His mother received four of those telegrams.  
Two for him and two for his brother. Ken's family and many friends wanted to 
be included in this celebration and we had as many guests as members attend 
this Opening Luncheon.   
 
Carol Schweinfurth - President, GFWC Woman's Club of Kenosha              The quilt was made by the Chicken Coop Quilters - Williams Bay 

GFWC Lakeshore District Members attend the Great 
lakes Region Conference in Indianapolis IN – Oct 11-
12, 2013.  D’Ann Malloy, Pat Hladilek, , Pat Mueller,  
GFWC-WI Jennie Winner, Helen Witte and Shirley 
Benkert 

Muskego Woman’s Club Supports New K-9 Unit 
The Muskego Woman’s Club has partnered with the 

city of Muskego Police Department to help raise funds 

for a special K-9 unit.  The MPD was given a donation 

of $5,542 to help purchase and train a Canine Unit for 

their department.   Captain Ric Rens and Detective 

Shawn Dietrich spoke to the club and explained the 

program and the need in their city.  The Woman’s 

Club  will continue help raise money by selling win-

dow clings that show the K-9 Logo.  The total cost of 

the special car, dog, training and equipment is well 

over $62,000. 

After 97 years of donating Community Service to oth-
ers, the Woman’s Club of South Milwaukee was the 
recipient of community service.  Volunteers from 
South Milwaukee Trinity Church stained the twelve 
benches in the Club’s Arboretum.  The project was 
called “God’s work, Our hands”.  Club members 
standing with volunteers are, left-Mary Nelson and 
far right Priscilla Derepkowski 



 

Executive Committee   
2012-2014 Officers 

 

President 
 Elizabeth Griesser 
 4608 Grand Meadow Drive 
 Appleton, WI 54914 
 920/832-0639 
 rgrease@aol.com 
   
First Vice President  
 Jan Allen 
 N41W28591 Imperial Drive 
 Pewaukee, WI 53072 
 home 262-361-4069 
 cell 414/750-8606 
 allen3@uwm.edu 
 
Second Vice President 
 Sue La Buda 
 393 N. Westhaven Dr. Apt 104 
 Oshkosh, WI  54904 
 920-231-2168 
 suelabuda1@aol.com 

 
 
Recording Secretary  
 Mary Fortier 
 6837 Shoreview Dr. 
 Rhinelander, WI  54501-9767 
 715-282-5027 
 mlbrty@frontier.com 
 
  
Corresponding Secretary  
 Barbara Pontow 
 1460 Morning Glory Dr. 
 Hartford, WI  53027 
 262-673-6034 
 pontow6034@charter.net 
 
  
 
 
 

Treasurer  
 Kristine Huss 
 W175 S7115 Lake Dr. 
 Muskego, WI  53150 
 ghuss@wi.rr.com 
 
Director of Junior Clubs  
 Kim Bruns 
 1328 Aiken Ct. 
 Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 
 262-515-3832  cell 
 ccosco09@yahoo.com 
 
  
Parliamentarian  
 Lois Stanton 
 3237 W. Parnell St. 
 Milwaukee, WI  53221 
 14-281-8536 
 ltstanton@msn.com 

Wisconsin Jennie Award winner, Pat Mueller along with 

our Director of Junior Clubs Kim Bruns our International 

President Mary Ellen Laister, Our Region President, Linda 

Clark, and our State President Beth Griesser. 

Having fun at the GFWC Regional Meeting in Indiana  



GFWC Clubwoman 
At only $10.00 per year, GFWC CLUBWOMAN, your national bi-monthly magazine, is a real bargain. 

Please (check one) ______ Begin,  ______Renew, my subscription to GFWC CLUBWOMAN. 
 
 
______ 1 year (six issues) / $10.00         Your Name ______________________________________________ 
         

______ Overseas / $20.00      Name of Club ______________________________________________ 
 

______ Special rate for 100% club subscriptions       Street ______________________________________________ 
 1 year / $8.00 
               City ______________________________________________ 
 

                State, Zip ______________________________________________ 
 

Send to: SYSTEMS MANAGER, GFWC, 1734 N STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036-2990 
Make Checks Payable to: GFWC 

 

Next 
Clubwoman 
deadline is 

February 1st! 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 
If you are moving, please email or mail this information to 

Address Change, Melisa Schmidt, W7462 County Rd P, Monroe, WI 53566 
melisaschmidt@hotmail.com, 608-214-2577 (cell). 

 
Name  _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

New Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

Old Address _____________________________________________________ 

The WISCONSIN CLUBWOMAN,  
official publication of the GFWC-WI,  
is published four times a year by  
RR Donnelley  - Post Plant 
201 E Progress Dr 
West Bend, WI 53095. 

 
Editor:  Melisa Schmidt 
Phone:   608/214-2577 
Email:   melisaschmidt@hotmail.com 
 
Editorial Board:  Executive Committee 
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