
GFWC-WI 2014 Club Report Award Winners 
 
 

Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention 
 

Chair: Melisa Schmidt 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis 
The Domestic Violence Awareness Chairman collects new and gently used clothing for women and children at 
their meetings for Sojourner Family Peace center.  Members also bring in toys, books, diapers, and toiletries 
on a monthly basis.  Six members had an opportunity to tour and bring donations to the Sojourner Family 
Peace Center in October. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club 
Each month, the Family of the Month committee works with a family(s) referred by Waukesha County Safe Babies 
Healthy Families, The Women’s Center, and /or Waukesha County Family Services.  These families may be leaving the 
women’s shelter, moving out of a homeless situation, receiving custody of children, or just in need of item(s).  They are 
all at or below the poverty line and in desperate need.  In each situation, the family has an apartment and we help 
furnish it with donations gathered from the community.  Some of the families really have nothing. All are thankful and 
appreciative of our help… but it’s the children that really warm your heart, as we bring in  item after item into their 
apartment.  My favorite is when the children touch or sit on their bed that we just set up for them -complete with 
sheets, a warm and colorful comforter, and a new pillow.    A county caseworker wrote: “More then giving bunk beds, 
your organization gives people hope.  So many of our clients seldom see kindness.  Your help teaches our clients that 
there are good, trustworthy people out there.  It tells them they are worthwhile and not forgotten by the world.”  
We publish and email a newsletter, and submit an article to the newspaper, describing what is needed for the next 
family(s) , and what we did to help the prior month’s family(s). With donations and support from the communuity, we 
worked with 14 families in 2014.  We donated everything from a bike for a dad to get to work, to all the items needed to 
furnish a family’s empty apartment to create a home (from kitchen towels to sofas). While we track the donated items, 
we specifically  count the beds.  In 2014, we set up 14 children’s beds and 2 parent beds, along with all the sheets, warm 
comforters, and new pillows for each bed.  This year 43% of our families were single parents and at least 1 of our 14 
families was from a domestic violence situation (Waukesha County Services seldom advises us if their referrals are 
domestic violence situations).  The estimated value of the items donated to our families is more than $10,500. 
 
Late in 2013 , we wrote a fundraising letter asking the community to help us buy crock pots for our families – 
empowering the parents to feed their children easily and inexpensively on a very limited income. In early 2014, $1625 in 
donations poured in (raising our total to $1,750). We were excited to provide new crock pots to our families this year 
(and have funds for many future families).  We also worked on a recipe booklet to include with the crock pots for our 
families(many provided by our club members).  We received 4 donations totaling $3261 for the project, and we worked 
with our city’s new Mobile Feeding America Food Pantry by distributing the information to our partners, and delivered 8 
boxes of food to one of our familes. 
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  43 projects, 195 participating members, 1,513 volunteer hours, $8,474 donated, and  
                 $17,974 in-kind donations.  
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GFWC-WI 2014 Club Report Award Winners 
Junior Special Project – Advocates for Children 

 
Chairs: Clarinda Lollar & Lynn Mickelson 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club 
Students 4 Service is a service club at Oconomowoc High School that is sponsored by the OJWC.  Two OJWC 
members serve as mentors to this group of high school students and donate $250 to the student group as 
seed money to get them started on their own projects.  This year the students assisted with Bingo at 
Shorehaven Retirement Community, volunteered at the local haunted house to raise money for the local 
education foundation, collected money for the local food pantry, sold candy canes to support families in need 
at Christmas, and more. The students also worked with OJWC at OJWC’s Kids Closet consignment sale and 
Festival of the ARTS concession booth. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Hartford Junior Woman’s Club  
Hartford Junior Woman’s Club actively answers the call to provide funding to multiple organizations 
throughout their community for the purpose of enriching the lives of children.  Throughout 2014, they 
donated over $6200 to these organizations. Donations were made to six local schools to fund theatrical 
performances, purchase drums for a marching band, help the high school’s STEM program, purchase heart 
monitors for a school’s gym classes and more. They helped children of all ages from birth through teens, 
donating money to Seeds of Hope for baby gear and purchasing Christmas gifts for local teens through the 
Hartford Christmas Committee.  Other highlights include a $1000 donation to the Special Olympics, a donation 
to Elevate for a teen lock-in, and providing funding to a local woman to purchase supplies to make clothing for 
school age children and babies in Milwaukee. 
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  33 projects, 77 participating members, 194 volunteer hours, $9,698 donated, and $125 
in kind donations.   
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Arts  
 
Chair – Jean Maiwald 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Kewaskum Junior Woman’s Club 
The summer of 2014 brought with it the painstaking construction project of Hwy 28, which 
happens to be our Main Street.  The project was completed in early November.  We love to 
decorate the bridges in town with green garland and bright red bows.  This year was special as 
the bridge was opened and the beautiful decorations were displayed in time for Christmas. 

 
Best Overall:  GFWC Cedarburg Woman’s Club 
The Cedarburg Woman’s Club kept themselves active in their club and the community.  They 
volunteer once a month, on a Thursday evening, year round, at the historic Rivoli Theater in 
downtown Cedarburg.  They make batches of fresh popcorn, get ready to serve soft drinks and 
sell tickets for the show.   This not only helps with the arts it also is a wonderful way to get the 
club noticed in the community.   Not only great PR, but networking for new members is always 
a possibility.   
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  122 projects, 240 participating members, 5464 volunteer hours, $14,993 donated, and 
$3,869 in kind donations.   
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Conservation  

 
Chair:  Karen Ostrowski 

 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Amery Woman’s Club 
The Recycling Initiative Program increased education during Earth Day at Clear Lake Grade School. The Amery 
Woman’s Club along with 10 High School seniors presented an interactive program emphasizing recycling.  The 
Recycling Committee also included the TerraCycle project at Lien Elementary School. Storage bins were 
needed and the club donated 6 bins to the school. In return the school will receive funds from the 
manufacturer when the collections are sent back to TerraCycle. The school will use the funds to replace books 
and interactive toys. 
 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Pewaukee Woman’s Club 
The Pewaukee Woman’s Club donates to the Wetlands Conservancy Fund to preserve and protect wetlands 
surrounding Pewaukee Lake. The purchase of the wetlands, the restoration work and the placement of these 
properties in permanent conservancy allows them to play a prominent role in the water quality of Pewaukee 
Lake.  The value of wildlife habitat, ground water recharging, storm water management, recreational, and 
educational use is priceless for many years to come. All donations to The Wetlands Conservancy Fund are used 
exclusively for the Purchase or restoration of wetland properties.  
 
 
 
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  98 projects, 242 members, 2,371 volunteer hours, $20,475 donated, $850 in kind 
donations. 
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Education  
 

Chair:  Gail Gillmore 
 
Best Single Project:   GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis 
“Fall Harvest of Books For Kids” – 4 new members initiated this project and involved all of the club members.  
They collected books for a new All Day K4 program at a school close to where the club meets. They then 
delivered 185 books, read to the children, and had each child select a book for their very own.  Each book had 
a book plate on the inside which read, ”This book is just for you!! From the GFWC Woman’s Club of West 
Allis”. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club    
The overall project involved all of the Plymouth community: 6 local schools, adult & child day care centers, 
Head Start, Kettle Karver Club, Art Centers, studios, boutiques, the Correctional institute, local artists & 
crafters, for a total of 233 people. Thirty (30) Free Libraries were constructed, decorated, and placed with the 
help and support of the groups listed above along with the Fire Departments, 4-H Groups, city & club officials, 
news media and the local high school football team who organized a book drive.  All 30 Free Libraries are 
operated and maintained by the community.  A brochure is being developed describing the “free libraries” and 
their locations.  A community educational project spearheaded by the Plymouth Woman’s Club!! 
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  153 projects, 271 members, 6,304.5 hours, $69,896 donated, $4,723 in kind donations                                                                     
 

 

President’s Special Project 

Chair: Mary Kaye Ernest 

Best Single Project: GFWC Woman’s Club of Brown Deer 

GFWC-WI Woman's Club of Brown Deer collected and recycles school supplies which were given to their local school 
district. The goal of the GFWC-Woman's Club of Brown Deer is to assist students by providing them the supplies to be 
successful in their academics. 
 
Best Overall: GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis 

Fall Harvest of Books For Kids- K4 students were given the opportunity to choose a new or gently used book. Members 
spent 50 hours shopping for books along with a financial donation to purchase books. On delivery day the classes were 
divided into groups and a club member read to one of the six groups. A bookplate was put into each book given stating 
that "This book if just for you! From the GFWC- Woman's Club of West Allis" 
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Home Life  
 

Chair: Nancy Schrap  
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis 
GFWC –WI Woman’s Club of West Allis works hand in hand with their community, providing over 2,444 hours 
of service. Members volunteer at the local hospital and serve on its auxiliary, donate cash and food items for 
the Food Pantry, and spend hours sorting, packing, and delivering these items to the Food Pantries.  Members 
volunteer at the Senior Center weekly/monthly. Hats, mittens, scarves, and squares are knitted and donated 
to the VA and the Health Department.  Members participated in a breakfast sponsored by the West Allis 
Community Education Foundation, supporting with cash donations and canned goods. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club 
Over 1,700 people had a brighter Christmas through the GFWC-WI Monroe Woman’s Club Christmas Stocking 
Project. The project was started over 60years ago and remains a viable, active, and necessary community 
service project for their club to this day. 
 

 
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  194 projects, 293 members,15,801 hours, $51,049 donated, $19,571in kind donations 
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International Outreach 

 
Chair – Nancy Honadel 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Amery Woman’s Club 
GFWC Amery Woman’s Club presented an International Night which explored the diversity of the Amery 
Community (population 2,859) and promoted discussion about ethnicity, diversity, and the issues they raise.  
Six speakers from foreign countries who currently live in Amery and one entertainer (a belly dancer) were the 
featured events.  A member of the club was assigned to each guest to make them comfortable.  They featured 
twelve elaborately decorated tables from 12 different countries.  Additional countries were displayed at side 
tables.  The members did a wonderful job of promoting the event including an announcement at the City 
Council meetings in September and October.  They printed programs, ordered flowers, arranged the menu 
and sent thank you notes afterwards.  Their analysis was that this program showcased the diversity that a 
small town can have.  It raised awareness that we are truly a diverse nation.   The involvement of the 
community was especially gratifying.  They heard far more positive comments than ever before and even the 
speakers enjoyed the evening. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club  
The response from the GFWC –WI members was gratifying.  There were 19 reports which documented many 
creative and monetary contributions to the International Outreach program. Numerous clubs made donations 
to our GFWC Partners as well as in-kind packages to Operation Smile.  What impressed me about the GFWC 
Rhinelander Woman’s Club was their well written report.  It covered the statistical, project information, and a 
narrative.  They contributed to three Partners: Heifer International $500, Shot@Life $532, and Operation 
Smile $245. In addition, they sponsored a high school student to attend the World Affairs Student Seminar in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin.  The registration for this seminar was $600.  All this was done with a brand new 
International Outreach chairman.  We congratulate them for a job well done and a look to their future efforts. 
 
 
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  40 projects, 129 members, 2,354 hours, $7,618 donated, $2,521 in kind donations 
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Public Issues  

 
Chair – Ellen Weber 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Amery Woman’s Club 
GFWC Amery Woman’s Club sponsored a “Women in Leadership” Conference.  A panel comprised of  a bank 
CEO, a hospital CEO, a judge, a foreign diplomat, a city council member, and 2 student leaders discussed 
women’s issues and leadership roles of the past, present, and future. The panel also discussed issues of 
occupational equality, aspirational goals, and they shared professional and personal advice. The meeting was 
open to the public. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club 
GFWC Plymouth Woman’s Club sponsored 6 blood drives providing volunteers, a full hot lunch, and giving 
each donor a bookmark with the upcoming blood drive dates.  They also honored donors with beautiful 
certificates and pins for gallons of blood donated.  
 
GFWC-WI highlights:  105 projects, 260 members, 4,715 hours, $16,747 donated, $6,503 in kind donations 

  
 
 

Communication and Public Relations 
 

Chair – Paula Schlice 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis 
GFWC Woman’s Club of West Allis increased awareness of their club by playing an important role on city 
initiatives such as strategic planning for the city and the city’s participation in the “National Night Out” crime 
prevention event. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club 
GFWC Rhinelander Woman’s Club balanced its public relations with a mix of traditional and new media.  They 
have built a relationship with a local newspaper reporter, plus they have expanded their use of Facebook and 
electronic newsletter communication.  Use of the GFWC logo is stressed for identity purposes. 
 
GFWC-WI highlights – 114 projects, 64 members, 1,798 hours, $3,683 donated, $80 in kind donations. 
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Fundraising 

 
Chair – Julie Riemenschneider 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Woman’s Club of Greenfield 
The club held a Scholarship luncheon and style show, an annual event at which 52 members participate. Two 
$1000 scholarships are given to graduating seniors from Greenfield High School. Items donated by area 
businesses and members were used to create baskets of interest for sale. Club members also sold handmade 
goods, bakery items, and wine.  $5.00 was added to the price of the ticket to go towards the scholarship fund.  
They raise 2,429 and every member participated in some way. 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Monroe Woman’s Club 
The 118 member club raised $14,400 in profit at their annual Fall Social which they called Wild about 
Woman’s Club.  Members were encouraged to wear wild colors / animal prints. Invitations were designed with 
the help of Swiss Colony Graphics Department.  Planning for the event included brainstorming ideas, sending 
donation requests to businesses and members, follow-up calls, sending invitations, making centerpieces, 
gathering donations, creating a program which listed donors auction items, drafting notes for guest 
auctioneers, and creating baskets for the basket raffle.  In addition, they held a silent auction, chance drawing 
baskets, and a dinner.  A number of members put in 100 hours just getting ready.  Setting up and holding the 
event involved another group of members. Total attendance was 269. 
 
GFWC-WI highlights – 92 projects, 277 members, 13,230 hours, $136,977 raised, $4,370 in kind. 
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GFWC-WI 2014 Club Report Award Winners 
 

Leadership 
 

Chair:  Linda Rundle 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Brown deer Junior Woman’s Club 
This club has a “Dollars for Delegates” activity to help defray the cost of members attending various meetings such as 
the Junior Fall Conference, State Convention or Lakeshore District events.  At each meeting, the club collects “Happy 
Quarters”.  The 1st VP circulates through the group with a container asking if anyone has any happy news to share.  As a 
member shares her news, she places a quarter, or more, in the container.   Last year the club collected $133.25 to help 
cover these costs – that’s a lot of happiness!!!! 

 
Best Overall:  GFWC Oconto Woman’s Club 
This club does a great job of taking a “layered” approach to Leadership.  In the fall, the President hosts a planning 
session to prepare for the coming club year.  The club officers, committee chairs and event organizers review and 
update pertinent information, plan programs and activities for the coming year and review club projects 

Each club member either chooses or is assigned to a “standing committee” in the club.  This gives the member the 
opportunity to become familiar with the activities of the club and to learn more about district, stand and General 
Federation organizations.  It also serves as an important training step for future club leaders. 

The first program of the year is organizational and a committee planning session.  All committees meet, discuss their 
plans for the coming year, then give a brief report to the membership. New club members meet with the Membership 
committee to receive a brief introduction and orientation to the club. 

The club also reviews and updates their constitution and by-laws bi-annually and asks for suggestions from the 
membership.  A committee reviews all suggestions and completes an amended constitution and by-laws document 
which is presented to the membership. 

The club also pays all registration and meal fees for club members who attend district, regional or state meetings. 

 
 
GFWC-WI highlights – 135 projects, 95 members, 11,531 hours, $14,466 donated, $100 in kind donation. 
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Legislation and Public Policy 
 

Chairs:  Kia LaBracke & Shari Hanneman 
 
Best Overall:  GFWC Woman’s Club of Greenfield   
GFWC Woman’s Club of Greenfield is affiliated with the Women’s Court & Civic Conference of Greater 
Milwaukee. Programs are presented each month that highlight current issues, topics of legal interest or social 
concerns.  This was an all-day event, with lunch served between the morning & afternoon sessions. Two to 4 
speakers, depending on the topic, present different aspects of the day’s focus.  A summary of the meeting is 
provided in the club’s monthly newsletter. GFWC Woman’s Club of Greenfield was honored at the January 
2014 program.    
 
GFWC-WI highlights – 9 projects, 5 members, 318 hours, $2,200 donated, $0 in kind. 
 
 

Membership 

Chair – Sue LaBuda 
 
Best Single Project:  GFWC Menomonie Woman’s Club 
Club president challenged club members to bring a prospective member to the meetings.  The member would receive a 
“chance” for a year end drawing if the guest became a member, member would receive 5 “chances.  Winner received a 
2# box of homemade chocolate!!! 

 
Best Overall:  GFWC Oconto Woman’s Club 
This club has a membership committee made of 5 club members which workers closely with the executive committee 
each year to coordinate efforts to maintain and increase overall membership. Every club member is an important part of 
their membership drives and challenged each year to bring at least one new member into club.  The membership 
committee puts monthly articles in the local newspaper, sends notes/cards to current members, invites prospective 
members to club events and meetings, and updates and places club brochures in places of business, Welcome Wagon 
baskets and in the hands of all club members.  At club meetings, suggestions are sought regarding individuals who might 
be approached regarding membership and club members volunteer to speak, one-on-one, to this person(s) providing 
them with information/brochures/invitations regarding club.  This personal approach has been positive and under our 
continuing “Just ask them…” campaign this past year we added 7 new members and have seen our membership grow to 
over 40 …a number we have not seen in many years. 

GFWC-WI highlights – 100 projects, 247 members, 3,735 hours, $7,826 donated, $195 in kind. 
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