
 

Advocates for Children: EMSC Ped Bag Project 
 
 
GFWC-WI clubs stepped forward to help our EMS providers significantly improve emergency 
medical care for Wisconsin’s 1.1 million children!  In 2002, less than 1% of our EMS 
departments carried Pediatric Jump Kit Bags (Ped Bags) on their ambulances.  But by the end of 
2007, over 20% had at least one Ped Bag in their department!  Club members deserve a standing 
ovation for creating lasting, positive change to so many.  How did these clubs manage to make 
such a huge difference?  In many creative ways: 
 
* School Coin Drives: Spooner Woman’s Club members funded Ped Bags for their County’s 
ambulances!  Over $1,500 of the $3,500 raised came from two school Coin Drives.  The EMS 
educated students, parents, and staff by bringing an ambulance and explaining the need for Ped 
Bags.  SWC turned this educational, fundraising event into a wonderful PR opportunity as well! 
 

* Grant Writing: The Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club (OJWC) wrote and received a 
$3,000 grant to fund Ped Bags for ambulances without a nearby participating GFWC club.  
Additionally, the club donated $500, members donated over $4,500, and a local bank donated 
$500 when asked by a member!   
 

* Wine Tasting Event: Ask 4th District club members about this successful event! 
 

Collaborate: Ask a Rhinelander Woman’s Club member how they funded 10 Ped Bags in 4 
months.  And how they are using this same strategy to fund Vilas County’s 18 ambulances now!   
 

Talk!: Share the project need with others.  Kathy Glunz of Centuria Woman’s Club raised over 
$5,000 to fund Polk County’s ambulances by giving others the opportunity to help – friends, 
businesses, Rotary, a Health Foundation! 
 

Present: Speak at a community service group meeting and ask them to donate a Ped Bag, match 
your club’s donation, sponsor an EMS department, or…? 
 

Ask!:  Give your employer, bank, PTA, business, community group the opportunity to help save 
a child’s life by donating.  Ask Wal-Mart, Thrivent Financial, Red Hat & homemaker clubs, etc. 
 

Auction Item: Does your club hold an auction? At the end of it, talk briefly on the need of Ped 
Bags, then let the attendees bid on supplies to fill a Ped Bag.  The bidders add their bid to the 
amount they owe.  Don’t hold an auction?  Give another group that does the opportunity to give 
back to the community by adding this “auction item” to the end of their program. 
 

Children Can Help, too!: The Kids Who Can club, age 4 to 12, collected coins at their 
meetings.  They presented a Ped Bag four months later to their “adopted” EMS department!   
 

Fundraising: Many clubs held assorted fundraisers to successfully fund Ped Bags! 
 

Penny Drive: Ina raised $7,000 in one administration by collecting PENNIES! 
 

* See www.gfwc-wi.org, under Special Projects, EMSC, for templates/information.   
 
Wisconsin’s GFWC members act for positive change!  And Wisconsin’s children, their families, 
and the EMS who serve them are all grateful recipients of our proactive actions. There are many 
success stories - like the twins that were unexpectedly, and successfully, delivered in a bathroom 
with one of our Ped Bags!  We have dozens of emails, letters, and cards from EMS telling us 
what a difference these Ped Bags make – to them and the children they serve.  Please check out 
the white EMS Thank You binder at the EMSC Ped Bag table to read about the positive changes 
YOU have brought to the men and women who serve those in need of emergency care. 
 
The generosity of the many clubs participating has been key to the Ped Bag project’s success.  I 
am especially grateful to the many General clubs, who choose to see this not as a “Junior 
Project”, but as a severe lack for a child’s well being in their community…and beyond.  Thank 
you!  Thank you to every club and every club member who made a difference to the children in 
need of EMS. 
 
Elizabeth Davy 
GFWC-WI EMSC Chairman 
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